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themarijuanamonolith 


first, weedmaps took over 
California's medical-marijuana 
industry, now, it's going global 

by mary carreon 
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Suppression of Evidence 

Superior Court Judge John Conley shuts door on OC jailhouse-snitch-scandal mystery 


! 


i 
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T here’s good reason courtrooms 
are the ideal spot to solve 
criminal-justice mysteries. 
Witnesses are forced to testify 
under oath. Necessarily difficult questions 
get asked on the public record. Dubious 
responses face challenges, and once-bur¬ 
ied documents finally see the light of day. 

Nobody should appreciate the resolu¬ 
tion capabilities of the California Supe¬ 
rior Court more than judges like John D. 
Conley. A veteran of 44 years, Conley’s 

experience includes 
stints as a deputy 
district attorney for 
homicides, sexual 
assaults, writs and 
appeals, and gangs. 
He assured voters 
in his first cam¬ 
paign for the bench 
in 2000 that his 
courtroom would 
be “efficient” and 
“fair to both sides.” 
Sixteen years later, however, Conley has 
fulfilled only half of those promises. He’s 
as tidy as a bunk-inspection sergeant in 
the army, making no secret of his deter¬ 
mination to convert his courtroom into 
a defendant depository for bullet-train- 
quick trips to prison. His 1990 designation 
by a legal magazine as one of the state’s 
“most effective” prosecutors remains 
operative today. Over the years, he has 
shrugged his shoulders in disinterest at 
law-enforcement corruption. 

That affliction seemed to diminish on 
May 3 in People v. Daniel Wozniak, a case 
that has won national attention for its gory 
details and ties to the ongoing Orange 
County jailhouse-snitch scandal. That’s 
when Conley shocked court observers 
by questioning Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department (OCSD) conduct in the pend¬ 
ing death-penalty prosecution. He’d set a 
May 20 sentencing hearing, and deputies 
had waited until April 29 to surrender 
records in partial response to a March sub¬ 
poena by Scott Sanders, Wozniak’s defense 
attorney. Sanders believes prosecution 
teams mock justice by routinely hiding evi¬ 
dence that contradicts government claims 
or aids defendants. 

In consultation with deputy county coun¬ 
sel Liz Pejeau, OCSD custodian of records 
Kirsten Monteleone gave Conley a stack 
of records that were heavily redacted and, 
with understandable confidence, expected 
him to rubberstamp the secrecy without 
question. A stickler for courthouse hierar¬ 
chy, the judge, however, was offended by the 
perceived affront to his power. Outside of 
Sanders’ presence, he ordered Monteleone 


to supply him with unredacted copies. 

Conley then compared the two sets of 
records, which should have been identical. 
But the versions didn’t match. Also, entries 
for key periods in Sanders’ investigation 
were missing from the supposedly unre¬ 
dacted version. 

The judge faced a dilemma. He’d taken 
over the trial when the first judge, James 
Stotler—a former lawyer for the local 
deputies’ union—admitted in January 2015 
that he despises Sanders for exposing the 
scandal. So far, the controversy that led to 
demands for a U.S. Department of Justice 
probe has rocked 15 murder, attempted mur¬ 
der and felony assault cases, a validation the 
judge stubbornly refuses to recognize. With¬ 
out confessing his own prejudice, Conley 
quickly labeled Sanders’ findings nonsense. 


Suddenly, a suspiciously tardy records- 
production situation, one Conley could eas¬ 
ily ignore, had transformed itself into a bona- 
fide legal mystery: Why did it take so long 
for OCSD to surrender these records? Who 
tampered with them and why? And what 
information had they originally contained? 

In a May 2 minute order, a semi-curious 
Conley advised the department he would 
compel testimony to explain “why there 
was a recent finding of records.” 

The next day produced the latest bomb¬ 
shell in the scandal: Newly surrendered 
documents came from an OCSD records 
system (known internally as “the Blog”) 
containing five years of evidence that, in 
violation of previous court orders, had never 
been disclosed. It was deja vu all over again. 

About 18 months ago, Sanders discov¬ 
ered the existence of another secret OCSD 
records system, TRED (see “The TRED 
Deception: Tainted Government Informant 


Program Blows Another Murder Case,” 
April 1,2015). The reason deputies under¬ 
took a herculean effort to keep that infor¬ 
mation hidden was obvious. Those records 
prove law-enforcement officials regularly 
violated a 1964 U.S. Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion commonly called Massiah, which bans 
the government or its agents, such as infor¬ 
mants, from questioning pretrial defendants 
who have been charged and have a lawyer. 

One of the entries in the long-sup¬ 
pressed Blog undermines testimony Wil¬ 
liam Grover, an OCSD Special Handling 
deputy, gave in People v. Scott Dekraai, 
involving the 2011 mass killings in Seal 
Beach. Grover had downplayed his contact 
with Fernando Perez, a Mexican Mafia 
boss turned prolific snitch. But the Blog 
described Grover’s alliance with Perez, 


who was advised to “marinate informa¬ 
tion” in the jail for the Costa Mesa Police 
Department, which was investigating Woz¬ 
niak. Aware of Massiah prohibitions, both 
District Attorney Tony Rackauckas and 
Sheriff Sandra Hutchens describe Perez’s 
placement next to Wozniak in a jail with 
more than 6,000 inmates as accidental. 

Conley allowed Sanders to question 
Monteleone, who claimed she’d been “sur¬ 
prised” by discovering the Blog’s existence 
in March and conceded her effort to com¬ 
ply with the defense subpoena hadn’t been 
thorough. She couldn’t explain the missing 
entries, but suggested a Rose-Mary-Woods- 
style-18-minute-White-House-Watergate- 
tape-gap scenario that the doctoring had 
been—you’ve heard it before—accidental. 

Promising corrective future action, 
Commander Adam Powell, Monteleone’s 
boss, acknowledged the department had 
been slow to search for records but, while 


fuzzy on details, denied nefarious motives. 

The public defender wanted to call to 
the witness stand Grover and Ben Garcia, 
another Special Handling deputy, because, 
unlike Monteleone and Powell, they created 
and hid the relevant records. Both deputies 
have previously asserted their Fifth Amend¬ 
ment privilege to not testify about their 
on-duty conduct for fear of perjury charges. 
In a historic March 2015 ruling, Judge 
Thomas M. Goethals blasted Garcia and a 
third deputy, Seth Tunstall, for repeatedly 
lying in Dekraai. 

Rackauckas refused to prosecute the 
deputies, and Dan Wagner, head of the DA’s 
homicide unit, argued it was unnecessary 
to hear from Grover and Garcia, who we 
learned this month has been concealing 
a 2010 recording and notes of his work 
with Perez. Wagner said the proceedings 
had reached the “logical” stopping point. 
Pejeau concurred, stating, “We are starting 
to go a little far afield.” Bob Gazley declared 
his client, Garcia, isn’t “germane to the 
issues here.” 

A disturbed Sanders replied, “We’ve 
gotten all the answers we need? Stop 
here? That’s ridiculous.” 

Conley, who began his prosecutorial 
career at OCDA with Rackauckas in 1972, 
said “who cares?” if government agents 
cheated because Wozniak had “a fair trial.” 

‘Why do this hearing then?” Sanders asked. 

Conley’s usually stern face stiffened. 
“Maybe there is some funny business,” he 
said slowly. “Maybe there’s not.” 

When the judge began reading a previ¬ 
ously written decision to block question¬ 
ing of the deputies, Sanders interrupted, 
accusing him of pro-prosecution bias. 

“You’re almost on the edge of disrespect 
here,” Conley said. 

The judge resumed reading, but Sand¬ 
ers interrupted again, begging him to “get 
to the bottom” of the document doctoring. 
“This is a system that’s built on the sup¬ 
pression of evidence,” Sanders argued. 

Conley called the point “very far¬ 
fetched,” which wasn’t surprising given 
in January he worried aloud that jurors 
on the verge of voting on a penalty recom¬ 
mendation for Wozniak had forgotten 
the prosecutor’s argument for death after 
Sanders’ emotional plea for a life-in¬ 
prison punishment. 

Then the judge did exactly what Rack¬ 
auckas and Hutchens wanted him to do: He 
left the mystery at the heart of the jailhouse- 
snitch scandal officially unsolved. 

RSCOTTMOXLEY@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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iask a mexicanl» 



A \ DEAR MEXICAN: We 

(m <XylI 1 had a torrid and pas¬ 
sionate romance for 
about a year. I could 
have done anything for 
her; I loved her. After the 
first breakup, for about six months, we had 
make-ups and breakups. Once, I broke the 
relationship because I understood she was 
and is commitment-phobic. After the breakup, 
I told her to please not call me anymore 
because she would screw me up for two 
weeks. (She loved me, but she did not want 
to be with me.) One day, out of the blue, she 
calls and tells me that shes thinking about 
me and that all she thinks about is sex with 
me in Acapulco.... I will not go into details. 

I called her the same day, and we had a very 
nice conversation. 

The very next week, I got laid off as part of 
a merger. I called her to announce the news 
and to tell her I needed a friend. She kind of 
blew me off and never called back—even 
after I wished her happy birthday a couple 
of days later. What kind of person does not 
return that call?! The next week—after she 
did not answer my calls—a friend suggested 
I send her a message saying, "I had a good 
time last night." She responded immediately, 
calling me an asshole. I guess my question 
is porque las mujeres te patean mas fuerte 
cuando haz caidol Why do women hit you 
harder when you're down? 

Pobrecito de Mi 


DEAR POOR LITTLE YOU: Compa, this ain't an 
jAsk a Mexican! question; it's an Ask God! pre- 
gunta. So give me a moment... Are you there, 
Diosito en el clelol It's me, the Mexican. Why did 
you have to make women so locasl Wait, what? 
We men are the locos, and we should just worship 
mujeres unconditionally? Okay.... Are you there, 
Santo Nino de Atocha? It's me, the Mexican... 


» VUSTAVO ARELLANO 

DEAR MEXICAN: I'm an Italian-American 
transplant from the East Coast, so I kind of 
have an outsider's view of the West and 
relations between Mexicans and gabachos. 
Seems to me that Mexican-Americans here 
are pretty much the hardest working bunch 
of people I've seen anywhere. They also have 
much more soul, love of life and personal¬ 
ity than the majority of white people I've 
met. Assholes such as Donald Trump are 
too stupid to realize that without Hispanic 
influence, our culture would be pretty bor¬ 
ing—and, worse, lack the perspective of 
real, grassroots people. How the hell did we 
forget, as Americans, that most of us came 
from the same type of poor, hard-working 
people? My skin gets pretty dark in the sum¬ 
mer, and more than once. I've been taken 
for a Mexican-American. As far as I'm con¬ 
cerned, it's a compliment. 

Un Hermano Italiano 

DEAR ITALIAN BROTHER: It's the same shit the 
Irish pulled with your Sicilian paesanos, and what 
ustedes did to Poles and Portagee—story of 
America. The one difference we Mexicans have 
with all previous generations of immigrants is 
that gabachos are hard-wired to hate everything 
Hispanic, thanks to their Elizabethan ancestors, 
who told all sorts of abominations about the 
Spanish back in the Armada days. And if you 
think the distant past doesn't explain the present, 
then refry this: Why do gabachos think a faded 
1980s celebrity is worthy of becoming president? 
Oh, wait: it's because they thought a faded C-list 
actor from the 1950s was worthy of becoming 
president during the 1980s. Oh, fuck.... 


ASK THE MEXICAN 

at themexican@askamexican.net, 
be his fan on Facebook, follow him 
on Twitter, or ask him a video question 
at youtube.com/askamexicano! 


Hey You! 

»Vnonymous 

Come Forward 


T o the lady in the black BMW who hit my 
friend with her car and sped off: Family 
and friends ask that you come forward and 
give closure to us all. You will have to answer 
to what you did one day, whether it be to the 
police or to a higher being. You did 
not deserve this, Chris. RIP. 



BOBAUL 


HEY, YOU! Send anonymous thanks, confessions or accusations—changing or deleting the 
names of the guilty and innocent—to "Hey, You!" c/o OC Weekly, 18475 Bandilier Cir., Fountain 
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t he headquarters of Weedmaps, the most 

influential company in California’s medical- 
marijuana industry is hidden inside a gray two- 
story office building at the intersection of Irvine 
Center Drive and Discovery in Irvine. Inside the 
green-accented lobby the first hint that you’ve 
just entered a 420-friendly business is a faint 
trace of marijuana odor. At just after 10 a.m. on 
a recent Wednesday the phone at the front desk is ringing 
incessantly the office is hopping with vendors dropping 
off samples, and UPS has arrived with three large boxes. 

Inside his first-floor office, Doug Francis, the com¬ 
pany’s newly appointed CEO, is proudly pointing at his 
fully stocked Vinotemp wine refrigerator, which has a few 
extra bottles standing on top of it. “Weed and wine are 
essential,” he says. “Weed-and-wine Wednesdays are soon 


going to be a recurring event on our calendar.” 

Francis takes me on the tour of the monstrous 
44,000-square-foot building. We round the corner of his 
office and walk past several offices on the left. “Those are 
the offices of our seven in-house lawyers,” Francis explains. 
We walk a couple of feet farther, and to the right, people 
are settingup a catered lunch: deep silver catering pans 
filled with steaming pasta are lined up on the counters. 
Francis explains that Weedmaps provides daily lunches for 
its employees. He leads the way into a room that, from the 
outside, appears to be just another office. But inside, green 
screens and cameras are everywhere. “This is our video 
room,” Francis says. “This is where our celebrities come 
and film if we’re working on any branding things.” 

He leads the way up the stairs to the second floor. 

» continued on page 10 


first, weedmaps 
took over California's 
medical-marijuana 
industry, now, it's 
going global 

by mary carreon 
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marijuana must reckon with Weedmaps. 
Before becoming the president and gen¬ 
eral counsel of Weedmaps, Beals worked 
as a lawyer in New York, specializing in 
mergers and acquisitions, tech and phar¬ 
maceutical law. “The Internet is about 
information and the exchange of free 
information,” he says. “The gray market 
services [unlicensed dispensaries or deliv¬ 
ery services] are in a Catch-22 because 
they [must] maintain their relevancy by 
appearing on Weedmaps, but [they] know 
that the police might come and poten¬ 
tially bring an enforcement action against 
them—and there’s nothing we can do to 
prevent that from happening.” 

The only other option, Beals adds, is 
to “decide not to be on Weedmaps [and] 
become sort of irrelevant in the grand 
scheme of things.” 

With dispensaries opening, shutting 
and relocating according to the whims of 
landlords, law enforcement and legaliza¬ 
tion initiatives, it’s all but impossible for 
Weedmaps to keep track of who’s fully 
in compliance and who isn’t, which ser¬ 
vices are still operating and which are 
being shut down, going out of business or 
changing owners. “It’s really difficult all 
the way around,” Francis says. 


n 2009, as Weedmaps began charg- 

I ing listing fees for storefronts 

and doctors, the company earned 
$300,000 so fast the bank froze its 
account because officials assumed 
the money was stolen. Weedmaps employ¬ 
ees went two pay periods without receiv¬ 
ing a paycheck as a result. “When we first 
started, [all of the dispensaries] were afraid 
they were going to get raided the next day,” 
says Francis. 

One longtime cannabis grower and 
former Orange County dispensary opera¬ 
tor says that many unlicensed dispen¬ 
saries—which have provided the bulk 
of Weedmaps’ advertising revenue over 
the years—still resent the company. “I 
had some friends who had unlicensed 
shops listed on Weedmaps, and they were 
almost instantly raided as soon as they 
had their information put on the site,” he 
says. “Social media offers a much safer 
place for the illegal spots than Weedmaps 
because social media allows for illegal 
places to run ‘pop-up’ locations a lot more 
easily than Weedmaps, making it harder 
for the police to track them down.” 

The fact that medical-marijuana 
dispensaries have no access to banking 
services because of the federal ban on 
pot poses another issue for Weedmaps. 
“Banking can really do a lot to move 
things forward in the industry. It wouldn’t 
just make things easier for everyone, 
but it would also allow for an in-depth 
and legitimate regulatory system, too,” 
Francis argues. “Starting a business and 
being an entrepreneur is difficult enough, 
but having to discover the legalities of a 
new industry while not getting anyone in 


fun fact: beals commutes back and 
forth between new york and the orange 
county headquarters every week! 
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trouble, keeping up with changes, study¬ 
ing the data and figuring out ways to move 
the industry forward is tough. Banking 
would create some guidelines that would 
help alleviate some challenges.” 

Getting clients to pay their bills on time 
is another challenge. “Those companies 
that operate in the gray area don’t want to 
give us their addresses,” Beals points out. 
“But how can you bill them if you don’t 

"we're literally 
writing the rules as 
we continue to move 
the marijuana 
business forward." 
—doug francis 

have an address? You can’t, obviously.” 

Over the years, however, Weedmaps 
has succeeded in tightening up its busi¬ 
ness operations, something that Francis 
says is what separates his company from 
its competitors. “Sometimes what defines 
you as a company is how you navigate 
through difficult waters in terms of figur¬ 
ing out what to do,” he says. “Sometimes 
our competitors don’t know how to do the 


little things, like collect—which isn’t easy.” 

Despite those challenges, Weedmaps 
has already transformed itself into a global 
business, with 200 employees in six offices 
around the world. In 2015, the company 
opened its first office in Barcelona, Spain. 
“Europe overall is about eight years 
behind America in terms of legalization,” 
explains Francis, adding that the company 
only has about 500 European advertisers 
so far. “We’re working with France and 
Spain and helping them come up with 
policies that work for their countries.” 

As California appears to be heading 
toward statewide recreational-marijuana 
legalization in about six months, Weed- 
maps is growing its corporate structure. 
“After legalization, for the first time ever, 
it’s going to be less about activism and more 
about [return on investment],” says Francis. 
“So at the moment, we’re beefing up our 
specific director-level positions and getting 
technical people in here to execute on the 
higher-level marketing opportunities.” 

February marked a big step in the evo¬ 
lution of Weedmaps. Hartfield stepped 
down as CEO to take on the role of Chair¬ 
man of the Board. “It’s not very often that 
life presents you with the chance to create 
a whole new industry,” Francis says, smil¬ 
ing. “We’re literally writing the rules as 


we continue to move the marijuana busi¬ 
ness forward. It’s definitely challenging at 
times, but this is exactly where we dreamt 
of being years ago.” 

W eedmaps is a central 
and, to some, highly 
controversial player in 
the AUMA initiative, 
which would create Cali¬ 
fornia’s first fully-regulated recreational- 
marijuana marketplace. According to the 
National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws (NORML), the three 
basic elements in the elaborate, 62-page 
proposal are: allowing adults 21 years 
and older to possess up to 1 ounce of 
marijuana and cultivate up to six plants 
for personal use; regulating and taxing 
the production, manufacture and sale 
of marijuana for adult recreational use; 
and rewriting criminal penalties so as 
to reduce the most common marijuana 
felonies to misdemeanors and allow prior 
offenders to petition for reduced charges. 

AUMA’s critics contend that, because 
the initiative would allow cities to ban 
recreational pot shops—a right that has 
already been upheld by the California 
Supreme Court as it applies to medical- 

» continued on page 14 
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“We’re opening up other locations on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan and in Los 
Angeles pretty soon,” says Francis, who 
goes on to list Weedmaps locations in 
Arizona, Washington, Toronto, New York, 
Barcelona and Austin. 

As he continues to climb the stairs, he 
explains that the company has also col¬ 
laborated with several renowned apparel 
brands in the surf, skate and snow indus¬ 
try. “A lot of the people who used to work 
with Volcom to LRG to you-name-it were 
doing a lot of our merchandise for us and 
collaborating with us in a lot of ways,” 
he says. “They wanted to take advan¬ 
tage of the booming marijuana industry, 
so they’ve joined Weedmaps.... We’re 
moving toward that kind of branding 
approach: If you wear a WM shirt, it signi¬ 
fies that you smoke.” 

On the second floor, we pass through 
cubicles housing the company’s business- 
development group, account management 
and sales teams, seemingly all of whom 
are wearing headsets and glued to their 
computers, locked in the zone. The sour 
aroma of marijuana is a reminder that this 
isn’t a typical office setting. Francis says 
that in his view, it’s important to allow 
employees an opportunity to get away 
from the chaos for a few minutes during 
the day. “They need a place to escape from 
me yelling at them,” he says, smiling. 

W eedmaps was forged in 
the ashes of the global 
economic meltdown 
of 2007. At the time, 
Francis, who graduated 
from Chapman University with a degree 
in business administration and manage¬ 
ment, was working as a mortgage-indus¬ 
try executive. Shortly after the hous¬ 
ing crash cost him his job, he started 
Marijuana Medicine Evaluation Centers 
(MMEC), a website that allowed people 
to search and locate doctors who would 
write them a medical recommendation 
for marijuana. 

In early 2008, Francis met Justin Hart- 
field, a UC Irvine grad with a degree in 
computer science and a struggling writer 
who wrote occasional marijuana-related 
opinion pieces for the Orange County Reg¬ 
ister. Hartfield went to work for Francis’ 
MMEC to earn money while building his 
own website. Called Weedmaps, it would 
provide listings and patient reviews of 
marijuana collectives on a city-by-city basis. 
(Weedmaps refused to make Hartfield, who 
didn’t respond to interview attempts via his 
Linkedln account, available for this story.) 

Within months, Francis says, he 
merged his company with Hartfield’s, 
knowing the concept would revolutionize 
California’s marijuana industry. Though 
listing cannabis collectives on the Inter¬ 
net wasn’t exactly new, what Francis and 
Hartfield had working in their favor was 
their ability to create an interactive hybrid 
of Yelp and Google Maps that pinpointed 









francis co-founded marijuana 
medicine evaluation centers prior to 
helping hartfield start weedmaps 
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exactly where dispensaries and doctors 
were located while also providing up-to- 
date information and customer reviews. 

“There was really nowhere to go for 
information on where [marijuana] clubs 
were, what they were carrying, any kind 
of information about the process,” Francis 
explains. Between Hartfield’s innovative 
software and Francis’ business savvy, they 
quickly established themselves as pioneers. 
“As the first movers in the space, we didn’t 
have any competition for a while,” he recalls. 


t’s difficult to overstate the criti- 

I cal role Weedmaps has played in 
the development of California’s 
medical-marijuana industry. 
Although the federal government 
continues to treat marijuana as an illicit 
substance, with 24 states and the District 
of Columbia having legalized medicinal 
cannabis, the feds have recently begun 
backing away from enforcing the prohibi¬ 
tion. On May 3, after years of legal battles, 
the feds finally dropped a lawsuit against 
California’s largest dispensary, Harborside 
Health Center. Today, cannabis is the most 
socially accepted it has ever been, and 
for better or worse, Weedmaps is largely 
responsible for that. 

Within a year ofWeedmap’s found¬ 


ing in 2008, the company’s website was 
already bringing in $300,000 per month 
in advertising revenue—from storefront 
dispensaries, delivery services and doctor 
referral providers. By 2013, Weedmaps 
was generating $1.5 million per month. 

In 2014, the most recent year for which 
the company’s financial data is available, 
Weedmaps was earning at least $30 mil¬ 
lion from listings. 

The marijuana monolith is also a major 
player in California politics. Last year, 
Weedmaps provided $1 million to help 
fund a ballot measure to legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana statewide, 
the so-called Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
(AUMA), which is slated for the Novem¬ 
ber ballot. The company paid a similar 
amount to fund a pro-legalization politi¬ 
cal-action committee. “Justin and I spend 
a large majority of our profit from Weed- 
maps on legalization,” Francis says. “At the 
end of the day, we’re activists. For us, this 
is our DNA, and we really care about this.” 

Francis believes that, unlike competi¬ 
tors such as Eaze, an online marijuana- 
delivery service, Weedmaps isn’t just 
in the business for the money. “They’re 
profiteers, while we are activists at the 
very core,” he insists. 

Eaze CEO Keith McCarty argues that 


any comparison between his company and 
Weedmaps is ill-considered, saying Eaze’s 
mission is to provide cannabis patients 
with safe access to legal medical mari¬ 
juana and only delivers product from city- 
licensed dispensaries. “We’re trying to run 
a big business, and we are trying to do it in 
a responsible way and really look after the 
patients and work with regulators proac¬ 
tively,” he says. 

Weedmaps, on the other hand, has 
openly acknowledged that it accepts pay¬ 
ment from collectives that, while arguably 
operating within the intent of the Com¬ 
passionate Use Act, don’t have city per¬ 
mits and are therefore considered illegal 
operations by law enforcement. Although 
the site gives patients information about 
what strains, storefronts and services are 
in their area, Weedmaps has generated 
controversy among dispensary operators 
because of the monopoly it has on online 
dispensary advertising: If a collective isn’t 
prominently listed on Weedmaps, it will 
lose out to surrounding competition. 

Appearing remotely on a large screen 
via Skype at the Weedmaps headquarters, 
Chris Beals acknowledges that any can¬ 
nabis collective that wants to survive in 
the competitive marketplace of medical 

» continued on page 12 
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marijuana collectives—the proposal won’t 
do anything to help low-income patients. 
“Because of the rolling dispensary bans 
caused by the [state Supreme Court] 
decision, accessing medical marijuana is 
impossible in more than 300 municipali¬ 
ties in California,” says Deborah Tharp, 
an activist with the California Can¬ 
nabis Coalition. “There are thousands 
of people across the state who have to 
drive extremely long distances to get to 
the closest point of access, which is fine 
if you’re a recreational user; but if you 
need it for a medical condition, driving 
distances upward of 200 miles becomes 
extremely difficult.” 

Furthermore, argues Tharp, the punish¬ 
ment for possession under AUMA doesn’t 
make sense. “The issue with this is that 
holding up to an ounce of marijuana is 
already decriminalized—you’ll get a $100 
ticket. Drinking in public and speeding 
fines cost more than carrying an ounce of 
marijuana. So making the possession of an 
ounce punishable for up to six months in 
county [jail] is a regression. We’re literally 
goingbackward.... There are goingto be 
so many consequences to this when the 
government tries to enforce the rules of 
AUMA. The whole thing is such a mess.” 

Although Weedmaps has much to 
gain if AUMA becomes law, the company 
would likely remain relatively unaffected 


if the ballot initiative fails. According to 
Francis, if voters pass a rival initiative, the 
company would support it. “We are fluid 
at the end of the day,” he explains. “All 
initiatives move the industry forward, and 
that’s what we want. We will be there to 
help make it as digestible and consumable 
as possible. We are an agnostic platform, 
so I guess we’re lucky that we want every¬ 
one to do well—we will support anything 
that works. We just think AUMA has 
the best chance of getting through the 
onslaught of hurdles that is required in 
order to be qualified for a ballot initiative.” 

But some medical-marijuana activists 
remain skeptical about Weedmaps and 
its involvement in AUMA. “About five 
years ago, [NORML] started working on 
getting something passed in Santa Ana 
through the council, and we weren’t suc¬ 
cessful,” recalls Kandice Hawes-Lopez, 
the founder and president of NORML’s 
Orange County chapter. “So we went out 
and talked to all the dispensaries and got 
a group together and approached Weed- 
maps and asked them if they wanted to 
be a part of our group. They told us no 
because they didn’t want to get political.” 

That said, Weedmaps did allow OC 
NORML to hold its meetings at its office. 
Several months later, Hawes-Lopez discov¬ 
ered that Weedmaps had actually contrib¬ 
uted cash to help gather support for a rival, 
city-supported initiative that eventually 
won at the polls. 'Weedmaps paid $30,000 
to the city’s campaign instead of ours, which 
was shocking because we thought they 


"there are thousands 
of people across the 
state who have to 
drive extremely long 
distances to get to 
the closest point of 
access, which is fine if 
you're a recreational 
user; but if you need 
it for a medical 
condition, driving 
distances upward of 
200 miles becomes 
extremely difficult." 
—deborah tharp 


were supporting us the whole time when, in 
fact, they jumped ship and went behind our 
backs, on top of still letting us have meetings 
there,” she says. 'We felt spied on.” That 
experience soured many medical-marijuana 
activists about Weedmaps, making them 
suspicious of the company’s motives for 
supporting AUMA, Hawes-Lopez explains. 
“I think that’s what first ignited the pas¬ 
sion and distrust that revolves around 
Weedmaps and why groups of people in the 
medical-marijuana industry believe that it’s 
all some kind of conspiracy.” 

Online medical-marijuana discussion 
boards are filled with passionate argu¬ 
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ments about the merits of AUMA, with 
many activists arguing that recreational 
marijuana will destroy all the gains made 
over the years on behalf of patients’ 
rights. Given California’s chaotic his¬ 
tory of medical-marijuana politics, it’s 
easy to see why some activists would be 
suspicious about any statewide proposal 
to regulate the industry. The state’s first 
legalization measure, the Compassionate 
Use Act of 1996, also known as Proposi¬ 
tion 215, allowed for any Californian with 
a doctor’s note to grow and share medical 
marijuana with other individuals on a 
collective basis. Gradually, as capitalism 
inevitably took over, loose-knit collectives 
became storefront dispensaries, and now, 
some activists fear that AUMA will only 
further cement corporate control of the 
marijuana industry. 

Beals acknowledges the suspicion about 
AUMA but says that most of it comes from 
lack of information. “When people get 
past the hyperbole of AUMA and sit down 
with someone who knows the ins and outs 
of it, a lot of people realize it’s not as bad 
as people think it is,” he says. 

Indeed, despite her misgivings about 
Weedmaps, Hawes-Lopez admits it’d be 
nearly impossible for her to vote against 
the initiative. “At the end of the day, 
AUMA gives us legalization, which is 
what we’ve been working [toward] for 
so long. And although I have my differ¬ 
ences with Weedmaps, I do appreciate 
what they’re doing.” 

mcarreon@ocweekly.com 
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BLACK SALT TONE 
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$30 GA | $60 VIP 


It's where Orange County beach culture meets the ultimate 
celebration of OC Weekly's much-anticipated Slimmer Guide 
issue! Boasting performances on a beachside stage, beer 
and drink sampling, food trucks, vendors and a Tito's Vodka 
VIP Cabana fitted with a Summer Cocktail Lounge and Taco 
Throwdown contest, this is one summer soiree not to miss. 


For more info and to purchase tickets, visit 
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SCIENCE 
TASTES GOOD 
Alton Brown: 

Eat Your Science 

Forget the ol' Mentos-in-the-soda gag, 
this Friday the 13th, geek-chic food per¬ 
sonality Alton Brown drops some serious 
science to hungry foodies at the Seger- 
strom Center. If you caught his last tour, 
Edible Inevitable, then you know things 
can get messy, so don't wear anything 
you can't get sauce out of. For the latest 
show, Eat Your Science, Brown will sing, 
crack jokes, maybe blow up some stuff 
in his "potentially dangerous food dem¬ 
onstrations"—and there's a rumor about 
puppets. He's in town for one night only, 
so don't miss it. 

Alton Brown: Eat Your Science at 
Segerstrom Hall, 600 Town Center Dr., 
Costa Mesa, (714) 556-2787; www.scfta. 
org. 7:30 p.m. $49-$79. -ERIN DEWITT 


Follow the Son 

Son Lux 


Bro Bods Galore 

FitCon 0C 


Packing Meat 

West Coast BBQ Classic 


As he gains momentum in notoriety, 

Son Lux has been pushing his talents 
for the benefit of fans. Despite having 
released four albums and collaborated 
with chart-topping singers such as Lorde, 
Son Lux’s biggest contribution has been 
to expose listeners to new dimensions 
in sound. His music has been described 
as “cinematic” for its heavy orchestra 
and operatic aesthetic, complemented 
by heavy electronic beats and Son Lux’s 
haunting vocals. Now with Ian Chang on 
drums and Rafiq Bhatia on guitar, Son 
Lux enters into a musical marriage that 
evokes melancholy and grandeur. Get to 
know Son Lux in the flesh at Santa Ana’s 
Constellation Room. 

Son Lux with Rival Consoles at Con¬ 
stellation Room at the Observatory, 3503 
S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957- 
0600; constellationroom.com. 9 p.m. $17. 
-AIMEE MURILLO 


Looking to live like the stars of The Real House¬ 
wives of Orange County ? Then you’ve got to 
keep it tight and get yourself a nice pair of boo¬ 
bies, sister. For gentlemen seeking the same, 
it doesn’t really 
matter what you 
look like as long as ^ MOREi 
you have money. ONLINE 

But you can find OCWEEKLY.COM 

yourself a lady who 

fits the wifely bill at FitCon. This fitness, health 
and sports convention is all about assisting in 
recreation, muscle building and mirror flexing, 
with a litde fun thrown into the mix. There’ll 
also be live performances, music, contests, a 
fashion show, and celebrity meet and greets. 
Ladies, slap on your best Lycra bodysuit, and 
gentlemen, grab your wallets: There’s gonna 
be some love in the air this weekend! 

FitCon OC at the Hangar, 88 Fair Dr., Costa 
Mesa, (714) 708-1500; www.fitcon.us. 10 a.m.; 
also Sun. $25. -AMANDA PARSONS 


Dieters beware: The annual meat marathon 
at the Queen Mary is back—and beefier 
than ever. Grill masters from across the 
land will compete in the West Coast BBQ 
Classic for cash prizes and the glory of 
being known as the Champion Pitmaster. 
But the real winners are the attendees, who 
will enjoy the various savory treats, be they 
of pork, chicken, beef, turkey or other ani¬ 
mal byproduct, cooked to perfection and 
slathered with a specially chosen barbecue 
sauce. While your waistline inflates, take a 
walk through the ocean liner or engage in 
some family-friendly activities among the 
games, vendor fair and live music. No guar¬ 
antees that bibs will be on hand, but messy 
eaters should stock up on napkins and Wet- 
Naps—you can never have too many. 

West Coast BBC Classic at the Queen 
Mary Events Park, 1126 Queens Hwy., Long 
Beach, (877) 342-0738; www.queenmary. 
com. 11 a.m. $20-$40. -AIMEE MURILLO 
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sun/05/15 


[PETS] 

All Wieners, No Losers 

Dachshund Wiener 
Dog Races 

Around here, there’s really only one truly 
amazing race, and it’s all about the lean, 
mean speed machines known as the Ger¬ 
man badger dog—or, more formally, the 
dachshund or, most adorably, the wiener 
dog. Every Sunday at Old World Village, they 


wind ’em up and let ’em go, and it’s about as 
cute as athletic competition gets when these 
surprisingly agile (and committed) little ani¬ 
mals surge toward victory Happily, there’s 
an invite open for you, the ambitious dachs¬ 
hund parent, to enter your own animal into 
the race. But you’re also welcome to hoist a 
stein and watch the established pros jockey— 
if that’s the right way to put it—for position. 

Dachshund Wiener Dog Races at Old 
World Village, 7561 Center Ave., Hunting- 
ton Beach, (714) 895-8020; www.oldworld. 
ws. 3 p.m. $2. -CHRIS ZIEGLER 


[FITNESS] 

Donut Miss This! 

Donut 5K Walk/Run 

Participating in today’s non-competitive 
Donut 5K Walk/Run at Irvine Valley Col¬ 
lege is a win-win situation: While you get a 
healthy dose of exercise to help out environ¬ 
mental charity Urban Health Alliance, you 
also get an equal dose of wonderfully sweet, 
rotund baked goods courtesy of Dunkin’ 
Donuts. This all-ages, family-friendly event 


allows everyone from grannies to babies to 
participate, thanks to Irvine Valley College’s 
flat, low-impact running course, and there are 
prizes for best costume and silliest eater. Grab 
some Munchkins at the halfway point, as well 
as a cool shirt, medal and even more donuts 
at the finish line. We’ll try not to salivate too 
hard, a la Homer Simpson—but no promises. 

Donut 5K Walk/Run at Irvine Valley 
College, 5500 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine, 
(808) 283-8566; www.greatdonutrun. 
com. 8 a.m. Registration, $20-$35. 

-AIMEE MURILLO 
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CURRINGTON June 3 

VINCE NEIL OF MOTLEY CROE 
AND QUEENSRYCHE JUNE 11 

YURI JUNE 18 

CHICAGO WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
RITA WILSON JULY 1 

KENNY ROGERS ^ 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST ^ 

LINDA DAVIS 


CAMILA 

MAY 28 


SEE WEBSITE FOR 
FULL LINEUP 


STARTING 
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BEAT THE 

H EAT & STAY COOL WITH US 


l $20 GIFT CARD ■ $45 RESTAURANT CREDIT 
l $20 FREE PLAY OFFER 
I 1 PM GUARANTEED 

CHECKOUT nQ _ ur 


SPRINGS 

CASINO 


800.827.2946 ■ www.FantasySpringsResort.com 

In the Palm Springs Valley ■ 90-min Drive from Orange County 

Hotel prices are per night plus resort fee. Beat The Heat Package valid Mon. - Thurs. through 9/30/16. 
Blackout dates may apply. Management reserves the right to cancel or modify promotions at any time. 


18-HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
GOLF COURSE 

40 TABLE GAMES 

2,000 OF THE HOTTEST SLOTS 

250-ROOM HOTEL 

SIX RESTAURANTS 
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[ART] 

Like a Prayer 

'Prayers and Sacred Stories' 

Lori Shocket regularly employs materials 
such as beads, paint, paper, wire and string 
into her work, which dives into the subject 
of how ritual plays a part in spiritual ideol¬ 
ogy. In “Prayers and Sacred Stories,” Shocket 
embeds written prayers and mantras to 
examine symbolism within various religions 
and prayer practices, specifically within the 
Jewish, Australian Aboriginal, Hindu, Bud¬ 
dhist, Sikh and Maasai faiths. See how faith 
and ritual have been deeply enmeshed in the 
fabric of society since the beginning of time 
and continue to inform traditions today. 

“Prayers and Sacred Stories” at Las Laguna 
Gallery, 577 S. Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, 
(949) 667-1803; www.laslagunagallery. 
com. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through May 30. Free. 
-AIMEE MURILLO 


tue/05/17 



[CONCERT] 


DON’T SAVE US 

Haim 


It's been a couple of years since Haim last 
played live. In that time, though, the trio of 
sisters has remained relatively active. In 
addition to appearing onstage with Jenny 
Lewis and Taylor Swift, Este, Danielle and 
Alana have been cooking up some new 
material for their anticipated sophomore 
record. What fans can expect at tonight’s 
performance at the Observatory is a heavy 
array of the peppy brand of pop rock that 
turned the San Fernando Valley natives 
into an internationally renowned outfit. 
Catch them at their effervescent best as 
they kick off a lengthy tour schedule. 

Haim with Cameron Avery at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; WWW.observatoryoc. 
com. 8 p.m. $30. -DANIEL KOHN 
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[THEATER] 


SING ALL 
ABOUT IT! 

Newsies 

After recent musicals sending up the 
Mormon religion, recalling childhood 
in a funeral home and celebrating the 
first Secretary of theTreasury, a show 
featuring a mass labor action by news¬ 
paper delivery boys might seem, well, 
not news-worthy. But 24 years ago, 
the motion picture Newsies arrived in 
theaters (produced by the notoriously 
anti-union Disney Corporation—ha!), 
recounting in song and dance the New 
York City Newsboys Strike of 1899.The 
film achieved a following, and then a 
stage adaptation on Broadway that won 
two Tony Awards. Picture radical U.S. 
history told in period costume; big work-, 
err, show-stopping numbers; elaborate 
choreography; and a winning story of 
friendships, solidarity and, for once at 
least, a win for the underdogs. 

Newsies at Segerstrom Hall, 600 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa, (714) 556-2787; 
www.scfta.org. 7:30 p.m.Through 
May 29. $25-$109. -ANDREWTONKOVICH 

[BENEFIT] 

We're On a Boat! 

Treasures & Trivia 

The Museum Council of the Orange 
County Museum of Art invites you to 
support its programming and continued 
success with a whimsical treasure hunt 
and trivia contest. Check in at Newport 
Harbor, then be boarded onto electric 
boats, from which you’ll hunt for trea¬ 
sures and answers to trivia questions. Big 
prizes are on the roster, so slip on your 
eye patch or into a wench’s bustier, pack 
a picnic basket and beverages to nosh 
with your mates, and, upon your return 
in the evening, enjoy a topper of cookies 
and coffee—all in the name of great art. 

Treasures & Trivia at Newport Fun 
Tours, 2901W. Pacific Coast Hwy., New¬ 
port Beach; www.ocma.net. 4:30 p.m. $50. 
-SR DAVIES 


thu/05/19 

[CONCERT] 

Cannonball! 

Luther Hughes &the 
Cannonball-Coltrane Project 

Kicking off the Muckenthaler’s 2016 Jazz 
Festival is a tribute group owing its name 
to one of the biggest musical collaborations 
of the 20th century. In 1959, saxophonists 
John Coltrane and Cannonball Adderley, 
pianist Wynton Kelly, 
bassist Paul Chambers, 
and drummer Jimmy 
Cobb integrated their 
jazz styles for what 

0 [ T~. " 3 • Pi would be the Cannon- 
IT^\2 j ball Adderley Quintet 
■ in Chicago, a project 
|^| to which legends 

such as Miles Davis 
and Bill Evans occa¬ 
sionally contributed. 
Luther Hughes and the 
C annonball- Coltrane 
Project formed their 

homage combo—and really, how often do 
you encounter a jazz tribute group—and 
added original arrangements to their set 
list. Check them out as a fine intro to a stel¬ 
lar weekly concert series. 

Luther Hughes & the Cannonball- 
Coltrane Project at Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center, 1201W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton, 
(714) 738-6595; themuck.org. 7:30 p.m. $25. 
-AIMEE MURILLO 
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TOO UNREAL 

‘Extendable 
Realities’ 

Seasoned fans of old-school Looney 
Tunes cartoons might recall the scene 
in Duck Amuck in which a giant pencil 
erases Daffy Duck, causing him to break 
the fourth wall and curse the animator for 
repeatedly changing up the backgrounds. 
That’s more or less the feeling you get at 
"Extendable Realities: Change Everything 
You Are," Artist Republic’s latest exhibi¬ 
tion. Super Future Kid crams the frame 
with mismatched elements and pop-cul¬ 
ture references, mashing them together 
in colorful paintings (there’s even a paint¬ 
ing of Snow White lying face-down, with 
a giant animator’s pencil erasing her, fur¬ 
ther feeding the Duck Amuck connection). 
All this makes you realize that life itself is 
just one big cartoon designed by some 
hidden animator for the pleasure of some 
cosmic audience—or is that just us? 

’’Extendable Realities: Change Every- 
thingYou Are” at Artists Republic, 1175 
S. Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 988- 
0603; artists-republic.com. Noon-6 p.m. 
Through June 19. Free. -AIMEE MURILLO 
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food »reviews listings 


_ _ BRIAN FEINZIMER 

Risotto Resort 

Taverna in Laguna Beach has mastered the art of the notorious Italian rice dish 

BY EDWIN GOEI 
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A nyone who cooks risotto 
knows it can’t be rushed. 

More than any other rice 
dish, it requires patience and 
diligence. The rice needs to be stirred and 
stirred until the grains accept the ladles 
of broth poured in little by little. Just as 
important to the process is to know when 
to stop stirring, when to stop cooking. If 
all the protocols are followed, the results 
can be glorious. The rice should surrender 
its starches into the broth, thickening it 
and transforming it into a velvety sauce. 
And then there are the rice grains them¬ 
selves, which should be fully cooked, not 
mushy. When you bite into one, it needs 
to have the same al dente-ness of properly 
done pasta. 

The chefs at Taverna—the new Laguna 
Beach branch of an Italian chain that 
operates a handful of restaurants in 
Texas and Vegas—seem to possess the 
Zen level of patience required to make 
risotto their specialty. In fact, it’s the first 
restaurant in Orange County to dub itself 
not just a pizzeria, but also a “risotteria.” 
As such, it’s important to pay attention to 
the risottos here. 

The menu has just four risottos, 
including one with wild mushrooms, 
another with shrimp and prosecco. The 
cheapest version on the list, the risotto 
con burrata, is also the most basic: 
risotto stripped to its foundations. In this 
dish, more than the others, the grains 
are as translucent as pearls, suspended 
in the gravy they helped to create. There 
are bits of tomato for acidity, a fleck of 
oven-crisped prosciutto for saltiness, 
and a gob of melting burrata cheese for 


richness. But when you eat it, it’s the 
creaminess and lusciousness of the rice 
that bubbles to the top. Paradoxically, 
it’s also a light dish. This is the risotto 
you want to eat during an early-summer 
weekend brunch on the patio, next to 
a gurgling fountain and with a view of 
beach volleyball. Even if you’re not one 
to eat something so starchy so early in 
the morning, you should get it above all 
else, shunning the traditional brunch 
menu that has a Benedict and French 
toast among them. Or perhaps consider 
the ultra-rich polenta shrimp and grits 
with Cheddar and bacon, which would 
please a Northern Italian and an Ameri¬ 
can Southerner simultaneously. 

If you’re coming during the evening 
to marvel at the space that used to be 
the lobby of Laguna Federal Savings and 
Loan, the best risotto to have is the al 
frutti di mare. It’s so chock-full of pre¬ 
cisely cooked shrimp, calamari, clams and 
mussels it borders on bouillabaisse. Above 
all the others, this risotto also tastes the 
tangiest. Imagine the richest mac and 
cheese, but with bits of firm, chewy rice 
instead of the pasta. Though Taverna’s 
chefs employ carnaroli rice instead of 
the more common arborio for all their 
risottos, it’s in this dish in particular that 
the varietal’s higher starch content best 
demonstrates its powers. Nearly half the 
bowl’s bulk consists of the rich, velvety 
sauce produced from slow-cooking the 
rice. Since it’s reminiscent of cream, you 
almost need a spoon to eat it. 

After you’ve fully explored the risot¬ 
tos, move on to equally wonderful piz¬ 
zas. The pies here exist in the sweet spot 


somewhere between New York-style and 
the now-familiar Naples-style that every 
other Italian joint in Orange County pro¬ 
duces. As with a New York slice, Taverna’s 
dough is shaped circular and flat save for 
the usual bump of the outer edge. But 
within this circumference, there’s just 
a touch of the rustic that’s the hallmark 
of the best Naples-style pies. The Napo- 
letana, with salt-bursting anchovies, is 
particularly great: The toppings on it are 
so perfectly proportioned and the crust so 
perfectly baked that every bite is the same 
as the last. 

There are also plenty of pastas here, all 
homemade and served in enormous por¬ 
tions. A whole wheat spaghetti—which 
tastes as pure and wholesome as Japa¬ 
nese soba noodles—comes with not only 
four billiards-sized turkey meatballs that 
constitute a meal unto themselves, but 
also enough pasta to feed a small fam¬ 
ily of Sicilians. On any random evening, 
you’ll see most customers ordering this 
dish and other pastas instead of the risot¬ 
tos. Surely they’re not remembering what 
Superintendent Chalmers said from an 
obscure Simpsons episode. In one quote, 
Chalmers neatly captured the reason why 
the Italian rice dish hasn’t caught on with 
most instant-gratification-loving Ameri¬ 
cans: “I hate waiting. That’s why I hate 
risotto.” Don’t be like Super Nintendo 
Chalmers and love that rice right. 

TAVERNA 

222 Ocean Ave., Laguna Beach, (949) 715- 

0821; tavernabylombardi.com. Open Mon.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-ll p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-ll p.m. 

Dinner for two, $30-$60, food only. Full bar. 


HoleIp/I^eWall 

» VUSTAVO ARELLANO 

Bagels, Burritos 
and Mas! 


SPIGAS BAKERY 
1643 W. Chapman Ave., Orange, 
(714) 937-2972; www.spigasbakery.com. 

aa I don't really care for bagels," I told 

I my friend, and she shot me the nas¬ 
tiest look. "They're just too dry. But my 
mind was basically changed after eating 
one at a Mexican bakery in Orange." 

"Wait, what?" she replied. 

"Yeah, at Spigas Bakery. I thought it 
was just another panaderfa, but my wife 
wanted to stop by to see if she'll carry 
the pan dulce at her store, Alta Baja 
Market. A friend told us that Spigas had 
the best pan dulce she's ever tasted— 
like, ever." 

"Better than at Las 3 Princesas in 
SanTana?" 

"That's what I said! So we went and 
tried some. They were all awesome—she 
was basically right. The conchas weren't 
dry one bit and had good sugar balls 
inside. The empanadas were Mexi-style, 
sweet and good, but there was even a 
pastel de guava, Cuban-style. And this 
frosted cookie called besos that should 
be the next Milky Bun. But then I noticed 
that it had a small menu, so Delilah and I 
decided to eat there on the spot." 

"What did you guys get?" 

"I had to go with the memelitas, 
which are like Oaxacan sopes. So good! 
Thick masa, with a layer of pinto beans, 
queso fresco, salty crema and a green 
salsa—that's it. I could've eaten six, but I 
had to go eat breakfast later on." 

"What did Delilah get?" 

"That's where the bagels come in. 

So she got a bagel sandwich of chorizo, 
which I'm like, 'That's pretty ballsy.' She 
got full fast, so I had to finish it." 

"How was it?" 

"Best bagel I've ever had in OC. Soft, 
with just the tiniest snap. Made at Spi¬ 
gas. These are bagels I can eat for days. 
Oh, and I was drinking everything with 
a shake of mamey, my favorite licuado 
of them all. But I also drank an orange 
juice, which was fresh AF." 

"So, will you buy me a breakfast bagel 
at Spigas, then?" 

"Only if you get me chilaquiles." 

So we went, ate well and debated 
about Hillary for hours on end. 

GARELLANO@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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EDWIN GOEI 


Peck This Hen 


Uncle Lou’s fried chicken at Playground 


EatthisNow 

» EDWIN GOEI 

a touch of spiciness at the end. You quickly 
devour your share and consider stealing 
whatever pieces might be left. 

You can get four pieces for $10 or eight 
for $17. It’s best to go with the larger order 
and get your fill now because at Play¬ 
ground, a restaurant that changes its menu 
nightly, Uncle Lou’s might soon go the way 
of the dodo, especially when PFC comes 
to roost. 

PLAYGROUND 

220 E. Fourth St., Ste. 102, Santa Ana, 
(714) 560-4444; playgrounddtsa.com. 


DrinkoftheWeek 

» VUSTAVO ARELLANO 


Avila’s Guava Margarita 
at Avila’s El Ranchito 

N ow that Cinco de Drinko is over, let's 
celebrate a real raza victory: 2016 is the 
50th anniversary of Avilas El Ranchito, OC's 
own Mexican-restaurant chain. It might've 
started in Huntington Park, but the other 12 
locations are in la naranja, and the now-adult 
children of founders Salvador and Margarita 
Avila are staples in the Southern California 
charity scene. You're not real OC if you 
haven't done at least one mega-dinner at 
one of Avila's spots, from the hacienda-like 
SanTana spot to the party-riffic Newport 
Beach branch to the one in Orange that's in a 
former church. 

Best of all? Avila's is always tweaking its 
menu to keep up with the times. Its latest 
great move is creating cocktails anchored by 



Corralejo, the 
best name¬ 
brand tequila 
of them all. 

That's how I 
found myself 
drinking 
Avila's Guava 
Margarita. 

THE DRINK 

True story: I 
don't really 
care for 

margaritas and am not a fan of guava. But 
with Corralejo bianco, Avila's has created a 
margarita that's simultaneously dainty and 
macho. It's perfectly tart, with a dash of fruiti¬ 
ness graciaslo guava nectar. And shining 
through is the Corralejo: spicy, sweet, the 
pride of Guanajuato. Drinkthisfor dinner or 
at lunch, but whenever you do, raise a glass 
to Avila's—Orange County at its Mexi best. 

Find your nearest Avila s El Ranchito 
at www.avllaselranchlto.com. 


I f you haven’t had it, Playground’s 
Uncle Lou’s fried chicken is a differ¬ 
ent species of bird than owner Jason 
Quinn’s late, great PFC chicken—or, 
for that matter, any other fried chicken 
you may have had, unless you’ve been to 
Memphis. The menu actually issues this 
warning: “The one item you can’t send 
back. If you don’t know what you’re getting 
yourself into, get something else.” 

An order of Uncle Lou’s starts as stan¬ 
dard pieces of deep-fried hen, but those 
pieces are soaked in a sauce redolent of 
vinegar. When a plate of it arrives at your 
table, the pungent smell swirls as though 
bees around a hive. And when you eat a 
piece, the sharpness shoots up your nose 
as if smelling salts. But as soon as you accli¬ 
mate to it, you find it tangy, sweet, with just 



fliacover 

hundreds of new 
and returning 
local chefs with 
delectable dishes, 
plus dozens of 
merchandise and 
craft vendors, 
artists, games, 
and live music 
performances! 
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JUNE 4TH | THE PHOENIX CLUB 

,, ANAHEIM 


C£fiFT JEER / fctatP T&jCXS / UVT MUSIC 


ENTER TO WIN 


A 4-Pack Of Tickets! 

DEADLINE TO ENTER: MAY 17TH AT MIDNIGHT 

*Runner-up will receive a pair of tickets 

OCWEEKLY.COM/FREE/SOCALBREW 


Hi-Time Wine Cellars 


May Wine of the Month 

DOMAINE DE LASANGLIERE 
“JULIETTE” ROSE 


“It’s the most wonderful time of the year...” Of 
course, we are talking about Dry French Rose 
Season which is just starting. We loved this rose 
so much, we made it our wine of the month. Ju¬ 
liette comes from the Provence region of Southern 
France, home of the most exquisite and traditional 
rose wines in the world (and you’ll see many more 
in the next few months!). Produced at the maison 
of Domaine de La Sangliere, Juliette is a true ex¬ 
pression of a traditional Provengal rose wine. 


Tasting Notes • Elegant and pretty, soft fruits 
resonate in the nose with layers of mixed melons, 
plantain, ripe peach and a touch of creme fraiche. 
The palate is hugely lush yet tempered with acid¬ 
ity. Minerally notes and stone fruits dance across 
the tongue with light brown spices and a touch of 
sea salt/salt air-- and the finish echoes with 
gently receding fruit flavors. /•> 

Follow (cbmrhitime on Instagram & Twitter! 
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250 OGLE STREET - COSTA MESA, CA 040.050.8463 - HITIMEWINE.NET 
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SARAH BENNETT 

They Pack ’Em In 
At Lunch 

Leo’s Mexican Grill is an institution for a reason 


T here are only two reasons Leo’s 
Mexican Grill in downtown 
Long Beach remains in busi¬ 
ness: its generous, multiday 
offering of $1.25 tacos and beers, and the 
fact that there isn’t a better Mexican res¬ 
taurant within walking distance. While 
cheap tacos and cold beer are always a 
nice draw for the downtown set, proxim¬ 
ity trumps all. 

Since Super Mex is all the way over on 
Alamitos Avenue and Frida’s is nestled 
among the Fourth Street dives, on any 
given weekday, you’ll find a lunchtime 
line at Leo’s, out the door, backed up to 
the sidewalk, with city employees, office 
workers, and Long Beach’s seen-and-be- 
scene social elite all hoping for a quick 
Mexican-food fix. 

In fact, Leo’s is such a local insti¬ 
tution it’s hard to not come across a 
familiar face at the place, and its role 
as an impromptu conference room for 
meetings and catch-ups is sometimes the 
only thing that takes the sting out of the 
uneven ground beef (once it was actual 
pieces of char; another time, it was boiled 
and looked like larb) and Christmas- 
colored tortilla chips. 

Most things on the menu are safe to eat, 
even though it’s not the most authentic 
meal in town. Take the aforementioned 
tacos, which are only $1.25 on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. They come either Mexican- 
style (double wrapped in a corn tortilla, 
with cilantro and onions), gringo -style (in 
a flour tortilla with shredded cheese) or 
hard-style (with shredded meat and deep- 
fried to crispy bliss). Pick your style, pick 
your meat (carne asada and al pastor are 
best) and load up a plate for $5. Wash it all 
down with a plastic cup full of Tecate or 


LongBeachLunch 

» VARAH BENNETT 

PBR, also only $1.25; a thick, chilled mug 
of the stuff is only $4.50. 

And you wouldn’t be alone in making 
this your biweekly ritual. On Tuesdays 
and Fridays, Leo’s gets so full that the wall 
between the main area and the window¬ 
less backroom (which turns into a thump¬ 
ing speakeasy discoteca some nights) is 
slid open to provide extra seating. 

Weekends are the best times to go 
if you want to explore other parts of 
the menu. That’s when the salsa bar is 
stocked with all the good pickled things 
and the cooks can slow down enough to 
actually make a decent shrimp enchilada 
or chile relleno. That’s when you’ll most 
likely order the combination plates, faji¬ 
tas, enchilada-style burritos and—for the 
brave —mariscos such as shrimp al mole de 
ajo and pescado a la diabla (for the really 
brave, there’s also a cheeseburger combo 
and, if you get there for breakfast, a sloppy 
joe omelet). 

There isn’t much else to brag about at 
Leo’s, and that’s okay. It knows its audience 
isn’t looking for abuela’s mole, $6 tacos or 
even $5 beers. The business plan seems to 
be entirely based on the fact that it’s the 
only place within walking distance of Pine 
Avenue that does counter-service Mexican 
food and has a beer-and-wine license—and 
sometimes, that’s all you need. 


LEO'S MEXICAN GRILL 

225 E. Broadway, Long Beach, 
(562) 432-1265. 


































bBMngm^yxui THE 8TH ANNUAL 
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21+ event 


Artopia is OC Weekly’s annual event celebrating the vibrant art scene 
across Orange County. Join us this weekend to enjoy food, drinks, live 
music and art exhibits from the ten winners of The Creatives art contest! 

UeotllAMc4AtiAbl 

Agustin CONTRERAS • Eli YEE • Franky CASTLE 
J.J. MOOTHART • Johnny BRUSHSTROKES 
Laura JAVORE • Marcelo CALVOPINA 
Robert C. OLSON • Sabrina FIGUEROA • Sharon JACKMAN 

PERFORMANCES BY: David Rosales • Cloi Crider 


This event benefits The Wooden Floor and their 
mission to empower low-income youth through 
dance, academic, and family programs. 

from here you can step anywhere 


TICKETS ON m NOW! $30 


Ticket includes event entry, access to cash bar, 
free food sampling and drink tastings from 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka and Pacifico 








Pacifico 


ClAJtA 


ffandmatfe 

VODKA 
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W ithin the opening five 

minutes of Karyn Kusa- 
ma’s The Invitation, a grim 
omen signals the impend¬ 
ing doom to meet its lead character, Will 
(Logan Marshall-Green). While driving 
to a dinner party with his girlfriend, Kira 
(Emayatzi Corinealdi), he badly maims a 
coyote on the road; with a couple of swift 
swings of a tire iron, Will bludgeons the 
animal to death for its own mercy. 

The evening proceeds to be even more 
tense for Will, who carries baggage as 
heavy as his beard is thick, not least 
because the site of the party is the house 
Will inhabited with his ex-wife, Eden 
(Tammy Blanchard), until the loss of their 
son, Ty. While Will has been quietly griev¬ 
ing, Eden married an alcoholic named 
David (Michiel Huisman), and both have 
been MIA in Mexico for the past two 
years. In their beautiful midcentury- 
modern home in the idyllic Hollywood 
Hills, David and Eden host a triumphant 
welcome-back party, at which they reveal 
that they took up with a cult-like spiritual 
group in Mexico called the Invitation to 
exorcise their respective traumas and lead 
them to enlightenment. 

Kusama slowly builds up tension 
through David and Eden’s increasingly 


peculiar behavior: the windows are 
barred, the doors are locked, there’s no 
cell service or a phone landline; Eden is 
hiding drugs in her nightstand, and their 
houseguests, Sadie and Pruitt (Lindsay 
Burdge and John Carroll Lynch), exude 
sinister creepiness underneath their 
cheerful dispositions. The other guests 
sense something is amiss but blow it off in 
the name of propriety and social decorum, 
possibily titillated by David and Eden’s 
cultish forays. Will, however, can’t shake 
his suspicion or his depression; flashbacks 
share his painful memories of his lost son. 

The Invitation succeeds much more as 
a character drama than a horror movie. 
Known for her 2000 indie film Girlfight, 
Kusama trades the urban streets for Hol¬ 
lywood Gothic and primps it up with hip 
thirtysomethings and tungsten lighting. 
The average moviegoer expecting conven¬ 
tional horror-movie jumps and strange 
men lurking in the dark will be frustrated, 
as the film draws out its uneasiness slowly, 
appetizing your sense of alarm with plenty 
of fakeouts and false leadups, reserving 
the main course for the last 10 minutes. 
Kusama’s too smart to play with Holly¬ 
wood tropes and a standard story arc; her 
real interest is in this group of people and 
how their closeness and trust will eventu¬ 


ally blindside them in the film’s conclu¬ 
sion (let’s just say it involves the wine). 

In one scene, David screens a promo¬ 
tional video for the Invitation, which fea¬ 
tures the death of an Invitation member 
caught on video. Dumbfounded, David’s 
friends express their shock, but Eden 
and David are all too eager and prepared 
to change the subject. So, too, are their 
friends, and the party resumes its carefree 
manner. This may as well be a masquer¬ 
ade party, as everyone is hiding their true 
feelings and thoughts from one another. 

Indie actor Marshall-Green is a perfect 
choice for Will, who is a powder keg of 
emotions. His expressionless face hides 
Will’s remorse, sorrow and inner turmoil 
as he struggles to fit in with everyone 
else. Blanchard’s Eden is also a wonder, 
swanning around her home and making 
exaggerated displays of elation; think 
of her as a cross between Piper Laurie 
in Carrie and a 1960s Manson follower. 
Burdge, who turned out a remarkable 
performance in the indie body-horror 
film Lace Crater, and Carroll Lynch, who 
flexed his thriller muscles in Zodiac, are 
both effectively creepy as their characters 
describe the Invitation with glazed-over 
eyes. And Huisman, known for playing 
Daario Naharis on Game of Thrones, really 


gets under your skin with gusto. 

With this fantastic set of actors, 

Kusama is able to properly keep you 
locked into the suspense beneath what 
should be a joyous occasion. If only writ¬ 
ers Phil Hay and Matt Manfredi had writ¬ 
ten The Invitation to be a more clearly 
defined philosophy and not a vague mist 
of promises and enlightenment, David 
and Eden’s actions and motives would be 
better understood. Nevertheless, Kusama 
builds a solid cinematic feast with the 
base ingredients Hay and Manfredi pro¬ 
vide. Wasn’t it Sartre who wrote, “Hell is 
other people”? Imagine that Hell being 
a dinner party held by people who you 
think are your friends, who ignore your 
pleas for attention and engage in mindless 
banter—not even the fortified wine could 
prepare you for such damnation. 

AMURILLO@OCWEEKLY.COM 


THE INVITATION 
was directed by Karyn Kusama; written 
by Phil Hay and Matt Manfredi; and stars 
Logan Marshall-Green,Tammy Blanchard, 
Michiel Huisman and Emayatzy Corinealdi. 

At the Frida Cinema, 305 E. Fourth St., 
Santa Ana; thefridacinema.org. Opens Fri. 
Visit the website for show times. Through 
Thurs., May 19. $7-$10. 










GEORGE CLOONEY JULIA ROBERTS 

MONEY MONSTER 

ft ALAN DlFIORE & JIM KOUF screenplay er JAMIE LINDEN and ALAN DiFIORE & JIM KOUF 


mmm mm * 
w huiuw 


DIRECTED BY JODIE FOSTER 


*Ouo* the money (1 IP S / MoneyMonster 
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STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 13 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 
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£ilm»special screenings 


Dancing Illusionists 


BY MATT COKER 


Digital Arts Thesis Screenings. The 

lineup includes Aeon, Bayou , Carved, 
For Old Time's Sake, Groomed, Gavin: 
The Goatumentary, The Mascot 
Minute, Mictlan, Mor, Pigbot, Sheep 
Deprived, Spectrals, The Wing Man, 
and Zone 51-Design Package. Chap¬ 
man University's Dodge College of Film 
and Media Arts, Folino Theater, 283 N. 
Cypress St., Orange; events.chapman. 
edu. Thurs., May 12,7p.m. Free. 

The Illusionists. Cinema Orange, 
the Orange County Museum of Art 
and Newport Beach Film Festival 
partnership, presents a documen¬ 
tary on the unrealistic images that 
multibillion-dollar industries promote. 
Orange County Museum of Art, 850 
San Clemente Dr., Newport Beach, 
(949) 759-1122. Fri., 7 p.m. Free, but the 
event is fully reserved. Get on a wait¬ 
listbeginning at 5 p.m., and as seats 
become available, service will be on a 
first-come-first-seated basis. 

Senior Thesis Film Screenings. The 
lineup features Eden, Cronus, Flow- 
ereyes, and Footlights. Chapman's 
Dodge College of Film and Media Arts, 



Folino Theater; chapman.edu/dodge. 
Fri., 7p.m. Free. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
Summer Camp Massacre. Live shad- 
owcasters K.A.O.S. present a tribute to 
horror, especially those from the genre 


"A DELICIOUS, SEXY THRILLER." 

& PEOPLE 


* * ♦ 5v 
< * v* 



in which camp counselors become 
prey. The Frida Cinema, 305 Fourth St., 
Santa Ana; thefridacinema.org. Fri., 
11:30 p.m.$8-$10. 

Graduate Thesis Screenings. The 

lineup here includes Angeltown, Big 
Sister, Death in One Day, Metanoia, and 
Safe Harbor. Chapman's Dodge College 
of Film and Media Arts, Folino Theater; 
chapman.edu/dodge. Sat., 7p.m. Free. 
The Black Stallion. Carroll Ballard's 
Oscar-winning 1979 masterpiece based 
on Walter Farleys classic 1941 chil¬ 
drens novel screens as part of the Calle 
Cuatro Sunday Matinee Film Series. The 
Frida Cinema; thefridacinema.org. 

Sun., 11 a.m. $1-$5. 

I Hope You Dance. Documentary 
about how music is spiritually trans¬ 
formative. Plus, direct from New York, 
Kathie Lee Gifford hosts an all-star 
panel discussion with Joel Osteen, 
Graham Nash, Vince Gill, Dr. Maya 
Angelou, Lee Ann Womack and Brian 
Wilson. Krikorian Metroplex 18,8290 
La Palma Ave., Buena Park, (714) 826- 
7469 and Krikorian San Clemente, 


641-B Camino De Los Mares, San 
Clemente, (949) 661-SHOW. Mon., 2 & 
7p.m. $12-$15. Also at Fiegency Direc¬ 
tors Cut Cinema, 25471 Rancho Niguel 
Rd., Laguna Niguel, (949) 831-0446. 
Mon. 2&7 p.m. $9.75-$12.50; Regency 
San Juan Capistrano, 26762 Verdugo 
St., San Juan Capistrano, (949) 661- 
3456. Mon., 2 & 7p.m. $10-$12.50; 
Regency Westminster, 6721 Westmin¬ 
ster Blvd., Westminster, (714)893-4222. 
Mon.,2&7 p.m.$8-$10. 

Highway to Havasu. Two childhood 
friends kidnap a third pal, steal their 
auto-shop teachers RV and head to the 
River (as it's always been known to me) 
for an epic spring break. Jeff Janke's 
coming-of-rager won Best Comedy Film 
and the People's Choice Award at the 
most recent Hollywood Reel Indepen¬ 
dent Film Festival. The Frida Cinema; 
thefridacinema.org. Mon., 7:30p.m. $12. 
Time Chasers. It's a repeat of the 
earlier, live, in-theater skewering by 
MST3Ks Mike Nelson, Kevin Murphy 
and Bill Corbett of the sci-fi "classic" 
in which a man time travels with the 


i t £Ik iNieUt JJork £imos Critics’ Pick 

* ' "FASCINATING-WITH A BIG HEART!" 

-Joe Morgenstern, WALL STREET JOURNAL 

DARK HORSE 

WINNER • AUDIENCE AWARD 

WORLD CINEMA DOCUMENTARY 

SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 



EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT^ d „ J™* Cenlel 6 
STARTS FRIDAY, MAY B “)« 2 % 2# 1“ 6 


m 


A FILM BY LOUISE OSMOND 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT Keg enc y .ou, 
STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 13 


COSTA MESA 

Regency South Coast Village 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.DARKHORSETHEMOVIE.COM 


CLOUD EIGHT FILMS 

help of an airplane and his beloved 
Commodore 64. Various Orange 
County theaters; www.rifftrax. com. 
Tues,8p.m. $10.50-$!5. 

It Happened One Night. See evi¬ 
dence that Clark Gable was underap¬ 
preciated for his comedy chops in 
Frank Capra's 1934 classic that also 
stars a smoldering Claudette Colbert. 
Regency South Coast Village, 1561 W. 
Sunflower Ave., Santa Ana, (714)557- 
5701. Wed., 7:30 p.m. $8. 

Nite Fix and Drive. See the eight- 
minute short film from Frida volunteer 
Trevor Dillon's Ghost Party Productions 
about a young woman satisfying her 
inner demons. Then it's the 2011 hom¬ 
age to the Michael Mann films of the 
'80s that won Nicolas Winding Refn 
the Best Director award at Cannes and 
was a (literal) star vehicle for Ryan Gos¬ 
ling. The Frida Cinema; thefridacinema. 
org. Wed., 7:30 p.m. $8-10. 

Selma. See the historical drama on the 
1965 march from Selma to Montgomery, 
and then hear cinematographer Bradford 
Young talk about it with Desha Dauchan, 
UC Irvine Film & Media Studies lecturer. 
UC Irvine, McCormick Screening Room, 
4100 Humanities Gateway, Irvine; 
illuminations.uci.edu/events. Thurs., 

May 19,4 p.m. Free, but RSVP required. 
2001: A Space Odyssey. You can 
see Warner Bros.' 4K restoration of 
Stanley Kubrick's 1968 masterpiece 
for free—if you are a Frida member 
or a guest of one. Dave. The Frida Cin¬ 
ema; thefridacinema.org. Thurs., May 19, 
7:30 p.m. Members check in via the site 
to secure a seat or follow prompts to 
become a member. 

MCOKER@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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Musicals In a Jugular Vein 

STAGEStheatre takes on classic musical songs & an unauthorized view of Charlie Brown 

BY JOEL BEERS 



STAGESTHEATRE 


T here’s a touch of classic MAD 
Magazine in the two shows 
currently running at STAGES¬ 
theatre, Orange County’s 
longest-established storefront theater. 
Both the musical revue Unexpected Song 
and the Peanuts riff Dog Sees God take 
pop-culture reference points and wrench 
them from their familiar contexts. And 
while neither quite reaches the humor-in- 
a-jugular vein satire of the Mort Drucker/ 
Larry Siegel MAD musical skewerings, or 
the less frequent but equally memorable 
MAD updatings of Nancy’s Nancy as a 
dominatrix or Charlie Brown as a cuck¬ 
olded househusband, each succeeds in 
forcing you to look at—and hear—quite 
recognizable things in far different ways. 

The Bob Tully-conceived Unexpected 
Song takes 20 tunes from some of Broad¬ 
way’s most enduring shows and tinkers 
with either their words or their situ¬ 
ations. Though most of the songs are 
taken from canonical Great White Way 
shows (from Oklahoma! to Camelot), 
there are others in which you’ll need 
a B grade or better in Musical Theater 
Appreciation or I Am Gay (as Tully 
cheekily opines early on) to pinpoint (for 
instance, do you really know where the 
song “Fugue for Tinhorns” is from?). 

But while a deep familiarity with all 
the songs helps, it isn’t always a necessity, 
particularly in those in which the setting 
has drastically changed. Without giving 
away any of the surprises, even if you have 
ever given actual thought to songs such as 
“Getting to Know You” from The King and 
I or Fiddler on the Roofs “Do You Love 
Me,” you’ll never think of them the same 
way after these decidedly alt updates. 
Some don’t work as well, such as a pedes¬ 
trian turn on a song from Grease or what¬ 
ever is supposed to be going on with pour¬ 
ing Hillary Clinton into the Gypsy blender. 
But the show skirts brilliance on Cabaret’s 
“Tomorrow Belongs to Me,” which some¬ 
how takes a song delivered by salt-of-the- 
Earth Nazi sympathizers pining for the 
good-old Aryan days and makes it about 
America’s changing demographics and the 
rise of Drumpf. 

That’s a definite highlight, as are some 
of the stripped-down renditions, includ¬ 
ing “Seasons of Love” from Rent (a finely 
voiced Bryana Pickford and Daniel Berlin) 
and “I Feel Pretty” from West Side Story, 
about a young woman (Pickford, again) 
who feels anything but light and charm¬ 
ing. Kudos also to pianist Jo Monteleone, 
Steven Jones, Shannon Page, Emily Price 
and Tully for their always-high-energy 
performances. But the lack of production 
values (can the visuals on the backdrop 


be any less mundane?) and occasional 
reliance on not-so-clever gimmicks, such 
as putting “Time Warp” on the deck of a 
certain inter-stellar spacecraft, keep the 
affair from coalescing into a fully satisfy¬ 
ing whole. 

While Unexpected Song feels a bit 
lightweight, Bert V. Royal’s Dog Sees God: 
Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead, his 
meditation on Peanuts characters as awk¬ 
ward and questioning teenagers, almost 
feels too weighty. And it’s not just CB’s 
wrestling with existential angst after the 
death of his beagle from rabies. There’s 
also substance abuse, suicide, child moles¬ 
tation, arson, mental illness, homophobia 
and, the real evil in this play, bullying. An 
unauthorized parody of characters from 
the strip, Royal is quick to avoid overt 
copyright infringement. Here, Schro- 
eder (a thoroughly empathetic Kenyon 
Meleney) is Beethoven, and Linus is a 
doobie-smoking muser named Van (a very 
funny Jose Orozco). But it’s clear who’s 
who, including Van’s Sister being a pyro- 
maniac Lucy confined to a psych ward 
and Matt (an over-the-top but still believ¬ 
able Daniel Hunt) as a germaphobic tough 
guy (the only thing he is repulsed by more 
is gay men) who used to be known for the 
pile of dirt that surrounded him. 

Director David Campos sensitively 
guides his talented cast (special kudos to 
Erica Jackson’s frenetic faux-Lucy and 


Kelsey Arnold’s turn as CB’s Wiccan- 
worshipping sister) to mine their inner 
turmoil and relationships with the other 
characters. Nicole Lozeau and Michelle 
Lynn Tymich are perfect stuck-up popular 
kids doing a horrible job of masking their 
insecurities, and Jason Francescon as CB 
may look like a high school linebacker, but 
he’s still as wishy-washy and pathetically 
likeable as the real Chuck Brown. 

Royal could have easily written this 
play without any Peanuts tie-in. But then 
it would have been just another awkward- 
teenagers-wrestling-with-sexual-identity- 
and-all-that-other-stuff piece. Not that 
those concerns are not worth writing 
about. But sometimes, a bait-and-switch 
works. People might walk into Dog Sees 
God thinking they’re going to see some 
kind of paean or goof on Peanuts, but 
they’re actually going to be confronted 
with a very poignant, deeply felt play— 
with plenty of laughs—that might make 
them think twice about bullying on any 
level, whether it’s in a high school hallway 
or the workplace. 


UNEXPECTED SONG 
and DOG SEES GOD 
STAGEStheatre, 400 E. Commonweath, 
Fullerton, (714) 525-4484; www.stagesoc. 
org. Unexpected Song, Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.; 
Sun., 2 p.m. Dog Sees God, Sat.-Sun., 2 p.m. 

Through May 22. $18-$30. 


Trend Zilla 

» AIMEE MURILLO 

Art With Your 
Ice Cream 

S coops OC has already impressed with 
ice cream flavors such as ginger lem- 
ongrass, brown bread, strawberry lychee 
and orange-carrot hempseed. But the small 
shops eclectic, playful vibe is amplified by 
the paintings, mixed media, murals and 
other works provided by local artists on the 
walls. According to owner Peter Ji, decorat¬ 
ing the interior of the Santa Ana branch of 
the LA-based ice cream empire comes from 
his lifelong appreciation of art 
"At one point, I wanted to be a curator 
for a museum," says Ji. "I even interned 
at LACMA, and my goal was to go to 
Williams College." 

But life went in another direction. So 
when he and wife Valerie opened Scoops 
OC, they decided to channel Peters art 
energies into the spaces then-empty 
walls. "We definitely try to find artwork 
that can be an icebreaker," he says. 

Since opening in July 2015, exhibiting 
artists such as Michael Ziobrowski, Mayte 
Escobar and Karen Conde have drawn a 
good amount of buzz from the community. 
"After a few months, people would ask us 
howto put their art in our store," Ji says, 
noting that he specifically looks for Orange 
County artists. Every exhibition lasts three 
months, and the next artists style is vastly 
different from the last. Look for works from 
Garfield Kwan, Wendy Choi and Rob Wal¬ 
lace in the coming months. 

Jis commitment to art also extends to the 
schoolyard set. Escobar, who teaches art at 
different elementary schools, approached Ji 
about curating some work by students from 
Heninger Elementary School in SanTana, 
which opens the minds of kiddie customers 
to other things. "When kids come in, they 
see it's not just about ice cream," Ji says. 
"Art helps them find different ways of cre¬ 
ativity and encourages them to be free and 
draw what they want. It makes you go out 
there and try different stuff, instead of just 
being in your little bubble." 

AMURILLO@OCWEEKLY.COM 

SCOOPS OC 
605 E. Santa Ana Blvd., 
Santa Ana, (657) 210-0399; 
www.facebook.com/ScoopsOC. 
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All Cooked Out 
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Weenie Roast burns one last time at Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre 

BY DANIEL KOHN 
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W ith the exception of one 
year, Southern California 
rock fans have flocked to the 
Irvine Meadows Amphi¬ 
theatre for KROQ’s Weenie Roast to partake 
in what has become the unofficial kickoff of 
the summer concert calendar. There have 
been many memories made onstage over 
that quarter century, but for iconic KROQ 
morning show hosts Kevin Ryder and Gene 
“Bean” Baxter, what stands out most is a 
little-known story that happened offstage. 

In 1996, KISS’s original members 
reunited for the first time in 14 years. Both 
longtime fans since their childhood, Ryder 
and Baxter were excited to take in the action 
at that year’s Weenie Roast, especially after 
having the band in-studio earlier that year. 
But a mishap nearly ruined the moment. 

“Bean loved them even though they 
tried to kill his wife!” Ryder says. 

“I think the sparks from the fire that 
Gene Simmons was swallowing flew off,” 
Baxter adds. “We were sitting pretty close, 
so my wife’s hair caught on fire. The per¬ 
son behind us had to literally beat her head 
to stop her hair from going up in flame.” 

And with the Irvine Meadows Ampithe- 
atre meeting a bulldozer in a few months, 
this Weenie Roast is the last chance for 
them to make more pleasant memories at 
the Southern California institution, which 
has hosted many of the biggest names in 
rock, including this year’s high-profile 
acts Weezer, the Red Hot Chili Peppers 
and Garbage. “It makes us really, really 


sad that it’s going away,” Ryder says. “It’s 
so underappreciated because people are 
either so Anaheim- or Los Angeles-centric 
that they don’t think about Irvine as being 
a place, but it’s a great venue.” 

In the past few weeks, the KROQ hosts 
have talked to a bunch of the station’s most 
celebrated artists on and off about the 
venue. Chili Peppers front man Anthony 
Kiedis said he is also bummed to see the 
end of OC’s biggest outdoor amphitheater. 

Garbage bassist Duke Erikson is rel¬ 
ishing the opportunity to play the final 
Weenie Roast at Irvine Meadows. This is 
the band’s third performance at the extrav¬ 
aganza, and Erikson says he and his band 
mates treat it like a family reunion. “We’re 
like the house band at the Weenie Roast,” 
Erikson jokes. “It’s always a friendly atmo¬ 
sphere, and it’s always great seeing the 
people from the station. It’s great to hang 
out with LA friends, and it’s almost like a 
family affair. There’s always a party atmo¬ 
sphere and friendlier than a lot of festivals, 
both backstage and in the crowd.” 

Looking back at the first Weenie Roast 
in 1993, Ryder and Baxter say the Almost 
Acoustic Christmas show served as a blue¬ 
print. “[The Weenie Roast] was a big jump 
for KROQ,” Bean remembers. “It was 
three times the amount of people than 
at Universal City [for Almost Acoustic 
Christmas], and it was outside and all day 
long. We were just hoping it worked. 

“Looking back at that lineup, with Ter¬ 
ence Trent D’Arby and the Gin Blossoms, 


how could it not work?” he asks with a laugh. 

During its early years, KROQ loyalists 
were protective over what should and 
shouldn’t be on the Weenie Roast bill. “I 
remember [listeners] used to call up and say 
that this wasn’t rock music and get upset,” 
Ryder recalls. “Now we can put on almost 
anything, and it’s all sort of good now.” 

That includes Swedish indie electro 
pop trio Miike Snow. Singer Andrew 
Wyatt says he has quickly become familiar 
with the event through reading Anthony 
Kiedis’ autobiography, Scar Tissue. He is 
confident the band’s kinetic live show will 
resonate at the Weenie Roast’s final Irvine 
date. “Our live show leans more rock & 
roll,” Wyatt says. “When people hear the 
recordings, they think we’re more pop. 
Live, though, there’s more distortion and 
feels like a rock show when we play, and I 
think, for this audience, [it] will give them 
a different take on us in a good way.” 

The progressive nature of the show’s book¬ 
ing has allowed it to adapt, pivot and remain 
relevant. Citing groups such as Twenty-One 
Pilots, Walk the Moon and Silversun Pickups, 
Ryder and Baxter have seen a handful of 
smaller groups leap to a prime spot. 

Canadian rockers the Strumbellas may 
not yet be a household name among the 
KROQ audience, but their single “Spirits” 
is making waves on the station. Even north 
of the border, the Weenie Roast is a pres¬ 
tigious event that is synonymous with big 
bands and smaller ones on the brink, which 
isn’t lost on keyboardist/singer David Rit¬ 


ter. “It’s a major compliment, and it’s been 
incredible,” he says. “They were the first 
station, to my knowledge, to add 'Spirits,’ 
and it’s so influential that when KROQ adds 
it, people start to notice. Playing the Weenie 
Roast feels like a nice addition. Playing the 
last one at this venue is an honor.” 

LA-based band Fitz and the Tantrums 
have seen their profile increase dramati¬ 
cally over the past few years and feel they 
owe that to the support of the venerable 
station. “[KROQ] jumped on the first 
single, 'Out of My League,’ on the last 
record,” Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick says. 
“They wanted to be the first in the world 
to play it. And because of that, it really 
validated us with the alternative scene.” 

They are playing their second Weenie 
Roast this year and are sentimental about it 
being the last in Irvine. “I’m very sad to see 
it go!” Fitz says. “I’ve been to so many shows 
there over the years. I spent a lot of time in 
Newport Beach, and we would always sneak 
out of the house to go see shows there.” 

Plans for future Weenie Roasts are 
currently unclear. “Irvine Meadows has 
been home to so many KROQ shows for 
so long—and this one in particular,” Ryder 
says. “It didn’t feel right to do it anywhere 
else, and I just can’t imagine where we’re 
going to be next summer. ” 


KROQ WEENIE ROAST 
at Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre, 8808 Irvine 
Center Dr., Irvine, (949) 855-8095; www.kroq. 
com. Sat., noon. $49-$150 (sold out). All ages. 
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MORE UPC0MIN6 SHOWS! 

MAY 27 - ANGELIC UPSTARTS JUNE 2 - KEVIN MORBY 


MAY 27-BIG BLACK OELTA 
MAY28-BUZZC0CKS 
MAY 28 - SUM) I 9PM 
MAY 28 — GZA I 11PM 
MAY 29 - EL HARAGAN Y ClA 
MAY30631-THE USED 


JUNE 2 8 3 - ASAP ftRG & TORY LANEZ 
JUNE 3 - YEASAYER 
JUNE 3 - THE SO SO GLOS 
JUNE485 -THEUSED 
JUNE 4 - THE SIMPKIM PROJECT 
JUNES-BRONCHO 


JUNE 2 “ MODERN BASEBALL 6 JOYCE MANOR JUNE 6 - UL UflYER1 a KODAK BLACK 


For full listings of shows visit ObservotoryOC.com 
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So Long, J. Red 

Celebrated OC rock band Jeramiah Red call it quits 

BY NATE JACKSON 


F or the past five years, if you 

wanted to experience the best 
rock gig in OC’s local music scene, 
all you had to do was find out 
where Jeramiah Red was playing. Those 
who did usually found themselves near the 
front of the stage at a crowded local venue, 
staring at the curious moose-head logo 
plastered on the kick drum. Setting down 
their beers, five flannel-clad, Fullerton- 
based musicians would pick up their 
instruments and deliver a barroom blitz¬ 
krieg of explosive rhythm, crunchy guitar 
riffs and vocals stained with Southern grit. 

When the bulk of our scene was awash 
with precious, arsty indie rock in the 
mid-aughts, J. Red turned heads by being 
unabashed in their praise for the rock 
gods of yesteryear. They knew how to 
write catchy songs and would share a 
bill with just about anyone. “There were 
times when we had to cater our set to 
play with metal bands such as Railroad 
to Alaska [now Painted Wives], and other 
nights, we’d be playing with [singer/ 
songwriter] Nicole Vaughn and we were 
like, We can’t burn this house down right 
now,”’ recalls harmonica player/percus¬ 
sionist Travis Ruiz. “So it helped push us 
in various directions.” 

Sadly, after a nearly year-long hiatus, 
the band are officially calling it quits. 
Their May 7 gig at the Wayfarer, along¬ 
side friends Robert Jon and the Wreck 
and Big Monsta, was their last. No one in 
the band can narrow down the reason for 
the split to one specific event, but after 
five years in the local spotlight, guitar¬ 
ists/vocalists Wes Dickson and Ian Cul¬ 
len, bassist Tim Miller, Ruiz, and drum¬ 
mer Garrison Giali admit they are ready 
to trade in their rock-star aspirations 
for something more domestic, including 
pursuing careers, raising families and 
moving in different directions. 

“We all just got comfortable with our 
own personal lives,” Dickson says. “[After 
our show last summer in San Diego], liter¬ 
ally no one picked up the ball until Robert 
Jon [Burrison] texted all of us [with the 
idea for a last show]. Everyone responded 


with full-hearted enthusiasm, and we 
were all really excited to do it.” 

J. Red made their first splash in OC 
with the five-song EP Ghost Tracks From 
the Getty, which started them on track 
to an OC Music Awards praisefest that 
ensured they couldn’t walk past the Grove 
of Anaheim without being nominated 
for an award of some kind. Their debut 
single, “My Baby,” currently plays at the 
Honda Center every time the Anaheim 
Ducks win a game; they’ll probably be 
forever known among hockey fans as the 
band that does that “wooo-wooo song.” 

“[It would be] a trip when I’d go to the 
games when we were still a band and 
they would play it,” Cullen says. “I’m like, 
'Holy shit, I’m playing in the Honda Cen¬ 
ter sold out without even being here.’” 

For their sophomore effort, the band 
teamed up with producer Jon O’Brien 
at the Music Box Studios in Irvine to 
churn out 2013’s The Winter Tick. Blend¬ 
ing catchy tempo changes with heartfelt 
balladry, the development of their sound 
was palpable. And they continued getting 
breaks such as being on KLOS or opening for 
Lynyrd Skynyrd at the Pacific Amphitheatre. 

For their last performance, J. Red 
invited a variety of guests and friends to 
sit in and jam, including original drummer 
Matt Pleskacz, who left the group in 2013. 
“It’s really cool to see a lot of the friends 
we grew up with that want to see us play 
one more time, and I feel really humbled 
and appreciative, and I don’t think I’ll 
ever forget it,” Cullen says. 

Despite being bummed the band won’t 
be playing anymore, it’s worth noting J. 
Red are survived by a vibrant local rock 
scene that they had a hand in creating, 
including Well Hung Heart and many 
others. And there’s always a chance they 
could decide to pull a Thrice and come 
back when we least expect it. 

“I wouldn’t close the door on it,” Dick¬ 
son says. “I can imagine us all getting 
bored with our lives at some point and 
agreeing to come back.” 

Let’s hope so. 

N JACKSON @ OCWEEKLY.COM 





















SIGN UP NOW 

TO GAIN ACCESS TO OUR 
MUSIC NEWSLETTER! 


OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


WE ARE 

Orange County's 

hub for music news, 
concert schedules, 


reviews, band profiles 



@ HAPPY HOUR! 3-6™ 

PINTS $2.50 • DOMESTIC BOTTLES $3 
WELL DRINKS $3 •PITCHERS $8.75 


9 BIG SCREENS *8 BEERS ON DRAFT! 
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$3 WELLS 8t $3 SHOTS ON 
KARAOKE TUESDAYS 



DJ/KJ MIX EVERY 0 
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LOTTO & OTHER GAMES • 8 DART BOARDS 


OPEN AT 8AM 
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714.826.0570 

4360 LINCOLN AVE. CYPRESS 
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Saturday. July 9 



COMING 

SOON 

5/23 ENRIQUE BUNBURY 

5/28 SASY MAN KAN 

5/25 CLUB LUCKY 

5/29 STUPID FLANDERS 





EVERT OTHER SUNDAY UAM 

FOR TICKETS CALL 714.778 BLUE 


! 
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1530 S. DISNEYLAND DR. IN THE DOWNTOWN DISNEY® DISTRICT 

FOR INFO &TIX 714.778.BLUE HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 

VIP PACKAG45 4 ftt5€ltVAf frOHS <£): P14S20-2116 B : VirHOftANA0LIVINATION.COM 

Shows are all ages and standing room only unless otherwise noted. Show dates and times are subject to change. 
Tickets subject to all applicable facility fees and service charges. Applicable fees and charges apply to all ticket sales. 
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OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


Your weekly 
guide to 
Orange County 
culture. With 
all you need 
to know about 
local theater, 
dance, comedy, 
gallery shows & 
promotions. 


SIGN UP NOW TO 
GAIN ACCESS TO OUR 


ill arts & culture :::: 

NEWSLETTER! 


SOMEONE'S GOTTHE 
SPECIAL AURA 


NEWEST CLUB 

IN ORANGE COUNTY 

ilyifoks 


wmm 

Wsl 


Sfififil 


$3.50 Modelo Draft 


$6DomesticPitchers 
$4 Jim Beam Shots 


$4 Jagermeister & Fireball Shots 


$6 Domestic Pitchers 


NO COVER CHARGE 


\M. 


LCLUBJ 


-MENTION - 

QCW<*My' 

FOR $10 OFF YOUR TABLE DANCE 

Mon-Sat 11AM-2AM 
& Sundays 2PM-2AM 

http://601oc.com/ 

601S Raymond Ave, Fullerton, CA 92831 

(714)871-7390 


ALL AGES-FULL BAR-DOORS 7PM 






SHOWTEK 

MAY 18TH • YOST • 18+ 




V d > ■ \ 

THE DICKIES AND DOA 
MAY 26 • YOST 



RECORD RELEASE PARTY 
JUNE 10* YOST 


307 N. Spurgeon St. Santa Ana, CA 
TIXAVAILABLEATYOSTTHEATER.COM 


220 E 3rd Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
WWW.UNDERGROUND-DTSA.COM 


LORYN RUIZ-MENDOZA 


GentlemenS ■ Scrappy Shoegazers 


SLICE 

perform at the Long Beach Music 
Collective's compilation-release show, 
featuring Sanguine Knight, Hellgal, 
Miniature Houses and more, at 4th St. Vine, 
2142 E. Fourth St., Long Beach, (562) 343- 
5463; 4thstreetvine.com. Sun., 3-8 p.m. 

Free. 21+. 

W hen multi-instrumentalist Megan Magiera 
met bassist Barbara Barrera, the two 
musicians had no idea it would lead to romance, 
countless shows and tours as Slice, and their 
own DIY label, Moon Kid Records. Magiera 
had been playing music alone in her Anaheim 
bedroom, even working on material for a future 
band. "I kind of forced Barb to play music with 
me," she jokes, noting how much Barrera, a punk 
bassist from Westminster, has grown musically 
in the short year they've performed and written 
music together. 

Although both are 0C natives now living in 
Long Beach, Barrera and Magiera don't seem 
to have much in common at first glance. In her 
almost-signature denim look, Magiera appears 
more influenced by indie and ambient rock, 
simultaneously channeling riot grrrl and heavy 
blues riffs through spacey reverb, while Bar¬ 
rera is deeply rooted in 70s punk and American 
hardcore. Ratherthan clashing, they meet in the 
middle, creating textural music best described in 
art metaphors: angular, perceptive and surrealist. 
"Meg's playing is really intricate, and she has a 
lot of dynamics," Barrera says. "I just try to make 
something that sounds really minimal and honest 
that will fit like a puzzle piece and compliment 
her playing." 

The band's queer identity is also important to 
them. "We don't really advertise that we're an 
all-female band," Magiera says. "But I love that 
we're a queer band because we can represent a 
community that doesn't get exposure that often, 
[especially since] some people are closeted and 
don'ttalk about their sexuality in connection to 
their music. 

Slice went on their first tour after adding 
drummer Kelsey Landazuri to the lineup in 
early April, rounding out a hill of three Long 


LocalsOnly 
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Beach bands traveling all the way to Seattle 
and back. "It was Barbara's idea to go on tour," 
says Magiera with a laugh. The idea of joining 
Meow Twins, Freeman's Dead and Seek the 
Freek came to Barrera while she was between 
employment; she says she knew it may have 
been her only shot at fulfilling herteenage 
dream of playing music on the road. "It was 
hard," Magiera says. "We made it difficult for 
ourselves by joining last minute. We just were 
scrambling for shows." 

Barrera admits that even gearing up for 
tour was hectic. "We hand-made 75 tapes and 
T-shirts for three bands, and we were practic¬ 
ing with our new drummer every day for four 
hours." Then, after piling into a Yaris hatch¬ 
back—which was stuffed with gear, luggage and 
passengers—they watched all of those tapes 
they worked so hard on be destroyed before 
even getting to their first show in Merced. From 
the Yaris, Magiera and Barrera watched the 
tapes slide off their friend's van's cargo rack and 
under a semi-truck. "We pulled over to see if 
there were any that were okay," Magiera says. 
"Out of 75, there are four smashed copies left." 

After a series of short-run releases and 
scrapped recordings, Slice are thrilled to have 
a song on an upcoming compilation by the Long 
Beach Music Collective for which all tracks are 
somehow related to the occult. Plus, the band 
are working on an EP for Moon Kid Records, 
which has already released material from Long 
Beach staples such as Meow Twins. 

While Magiera plans to incorporate the 
sounds of the Long Beach scene into the new 
tracks for their winter release, Barrera can't wait 
to get back on the road, something she is hoping 
to do in August. 

Hey, Orange County/Long Beach musicians 
& bands! Mail your music, contact info, 
high-res photos & impending show dates 
for possible review to: Locals Only, OC 
Weekly , 18475 Bandilier Cir., Fountain 
Valley, CA, 92708. Or email your link to: 
localsonly@ocweekly.com. 
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GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 

TOPLESS DAHCERS * FULL BAR * SUSHI BAR 


FREE 

ADMISSION 
ALL WEEK 

FROM 2PM-7PM 
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AFTER 7PM 
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MAGIC MONDAY: 

$3 DRINKS 

C TEQUILA TUESDAY: 

$3 - $4 - $5 DRINK SPECIALS* 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAY: 

^ $4 WHISKEYS* WELLS & BEERS* 

R^. THIRSTY THURSDAY: 

y 2 OFF BOTTLE SERVICE* 

VIP FRIDAY: 

- $200 PATRON $200 GOOSE $200 JACK* 

VIP SATURDAY: 

$200 D JULIO $200 KETEL 1 $200 CROWN* 

SUNDAY FUNDAY: 

$4 DOMESTIC $5 IMPORTS $5 WELLS 

•NOT ALL DRINKS ARE INCLUDED IN SPECIALS 

1421 N. STATE COLLEGE BLVD. 
ANAHEIM CA. 92806 

714 * 808*8500 

WWW.VENETIANGC.COM 
NOW AUDITIONING DANCERS! 
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concert gulden 


THIS WEEK 


FRIDAY, MAY 13 

THE ACACIA STRAIN: 6:45 p.m., $20-$25. The Glass 
House, 200 W. Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; 
theglasshouse.us. 

BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY: 8 p.m., $25. Yost Theater, 
307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; 
yosttheater.com. 

BOOZE & GLORY: 8 p.m., $13-$15. Alex's Bar, 

2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

CHRIS BOTTI: 8 p.m., $35-$190. Renee and Henry 
Segerstrom Concert Hall, 615 Town Center Dr., Costa 
Mesa, (714) 556-2787; scfta.org. 

FIDLAR: 8 p.m., $22. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

THE FREIGHTSHAKERS: 9 p.m., $5. Harvelle's Long 
Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239-3700; 
longbeach.harvelles.com. 

IRON BUTTERFLY: 8 p.m., $20. The Coach House, 

33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

JR CASTRO: 10 p.m., free. DTSA Underground, 

220 E. Third St., Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; 
underground-dtsa.com. 

JUICY J: 9 p.m., $20-$30. Sutra, 1870 Harbor Blvd., 

Ste. 200, Costa Mesa, (949) 722-7103; sutraoc.com. 

RAP. ROCK. RENAISSANCE.: 7 p m , $7 DiPiazza s 
Restaurant & Lounge, 5205 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long 
Beach, (562) 498-2461; dipiazzas.com. 

SEGA GENECIDE: 10 p.m. La Cave, 1695 Irvine Ave., 
Costa Mesa, (949) 646-7944; lacaverestaurant.com. 

SON LUX: 9 p.m. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

SATURDAY, MAY 14 

CARAH FAYE: 8 p.m., $15. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

CHRIS BOTTI: 8 p.m., $35-$190. Renee and Henry 
Segerstrom Concert Hall, 615 Town Center Dr., Costa 
Mesa, (714) 556-2787; scfta.org. 

DAVID HILLYARD &THE ROCKSTEADY 7: 9 pm, 
$7. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 19th St., Costa Mesa, 

(949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

DIBIA$E: 8 p.m., free. DTSA Underground, 220 E. Third 
St., Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; underground-dtsa.com. 

FACEDOWN FEST 2016: 3:30 p.m., $20. The Glass 
House, 200 W. Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; 
theglasshouse.us. 

KROQ WEENIE ROAST: noon, $49-$150. Irvine 

Meadows Amphitheatre, 8800 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine, 
(949) 855-8095; irvineamp.com. 

THE LONG BEACH SYMPHONY: 8 p m , $20 $155 
Long Beach Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, 
(562)436-3661. 

NAO & MURA MASA: 11 p.m., $25. The Observatory, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

NEW ORDER: 7 p.m., $10. Totally 80s Bar & Grille, 

2512 W. Orangethorpe Ave., Fullerton, (714) 879-0108; 
totally80sbar.com. 

THE SOVEREIGN ARTIST: 10 p.m., $5. Que Sera, 

1923 E. Seventh St., Long Beach, (562) 599-6170; 
thequesera.com. 

TIJUANA DOGS: 9 p.m., $10. Mozambique, 1740 S. 
Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 715-7777; 
mozambiqueoc.com. 

VENICE: 8 p.m. The Coach House, 33157 Camino 
Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 496- 
8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

THE WINEHOUSE EXPERIENCE: 9:30 p.m., $20 $40 
Harvelle's Long Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, 
(562) 239-3700; longbeach.harvelles.com. 

YOUTH BRIGADE: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar Rock- 
N-Roll Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, 
(714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 

CAVEMAN VOICEBOX: 7 p.m., $5. Harvelle's Long 
Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239-3700; 
longbeach.harvelles.com. 


COASTS WITH KNOX HAMILTON & 

SYMMETRY: 8 p.m. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

FLOETRY: 7 p.m., $25-$55. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

GO BETTY GO: 8 p.m., $7. Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim 
St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; alexsbar.com. 

MIIKE SNOW: 8 p.m. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

TECH N9NE: 11 p.m. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

YOUNG THUG: 8 p.m., $30. Fox Theater Pomona, 301 S. 
Garey Ave., Pomona, (877) 283-6976; foxpomona.com. 

MONDAY, MAY 16 

B.O.B.: 8 p.m., $20. DTSA Underground, 220 E. Third St., 
Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; underground-dtsa.com. 

JERRY &THE REST: 9 p.m., free. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 
19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

SPECIAL BLEND: 7 p.m., free. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

XAVIER WULF: 8 p.m., $25-$50. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

TUESDAY, MAY 17 

INDIGNANT SWINE: 9 p.m., free. La Cave, 1695 Irvine 
Ave., Costa Mesa, (949) 646-7944; lacaverestaurant.com. 

LILYACHTY: 9 p.m., $20. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

MIDNIGHTTOKERZ: 9 p.m., free. The Pike Bar & Fish 
Grill, 1836 E. Fourth St., Long Beach, (562) 437-4453; 
pikelongbeach.com. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 

AMELIA: 8 p.m., $5. Blacklight District Lounge, 

2500 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach. 

ANDY HULL & KEVIN DEVINE: 8 p m , $18 50 

Constellation Room at the Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
constellationroom.com. 

ART X SOUND: 9 p.m., free. The Copper Door, 

225 1/2 N. Broadway, Santa Ana, (714) 543-3813; 
thecopperdoorbar.com. 

CHIEF KEEF: 8 p.m., $15. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

EMO NIGHT: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar Rock-N-Roll 
Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, 

(714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

SHOWTEK: 9 p.m., $50. Yost Theater, 307 N. Spurgeon 
St., Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; yosttheater.com. 

THURSDAY, MAY 19 

A WAR WITHIN: 7 p.m., $12. Chain Reaction, 1652 W. 
Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635-6067; allages.com. 

ACROPOLIS RECORDS BATTLE FOR WARPED 
TOUR: 4 p.m. DiPiazza's Restaurant & Lounge, 5205 
E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, (562) 498-2461; 
dipiazzas.com. 

CHARLIE HILTON: 9 p.m., $8. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 

19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

THE DUPP BROTHERS: 7:30 p.m., free. The Swallow's 
Inn, 31786 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 493-3188; swallowsinn.com. 

JACKAL: 9:30 p.m. Yost Theater, 307 N. Spurgeon St., 
Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; yosttheater.com. 

JAY GORE: 7:30 p.m., $20-$220. San Juan Hills Golf Club, 
32120 San Juan Creek Rd., San Juan Capistrano, 
(949)493-1167. 

LEAF: 9 p.m., $5. Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim St., Long 
Beach, (562) 434-8292; alexsbar.com. 

MOONSHINER COLLECTIVE: 9 p.m., $10. Harvelle's 
Long Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239- 
3700; longbeach.harvelles.com. 

SI CRANSTOUN: 7:30 p.m., $20. Don the Beachcomber, 
16278 Pacific Coast Hwy., Huntington Beach, (562) 592- 
1321; donthebeachcomber.com. 

SONNY DIGITAL: 8 p.m., $5. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 
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BUTT BASICS: 

PLEASURABLE ANAL PLAY FOR WOMEN & MEN 

This workshop will focus on anal play for both men & women. Anal play can be very enjoyable and 
extremely stimulating when done correctly. We will learn how to have the best experiences while 
playing safely. We will discuss anal sex as well as anal toys and prostate play. 


JUNE 9TH @ 7:15PM 
HOW TO PLEASE A WOMAN: 

In this workshop we will discuss the female sexual response cycle and how to have more frequent 
& more powerful orgasms using hands, mouths and sex toys for stimulation. We will cover clitoral 
stimulation, penetration and g-spot play as well as tips and techniques for oral and manual stimulation. 

Space is limited, call the store to register. $15 per person, $25 per couple when prepaid in advance. 

$25 per person on the day of the workshop, if space is available 

17955 SKY PARK CIRCLE, SUITE A, IRVINE | 949-660-4990 
STORE H0URS:M0N - SAT 11AM - 7PM 

CALL FOR DIRECTIONS TO STORE! 


Pink Kim 


YOUR ONE STOP 
SHOP FOR: 

SEXY LINGERIE (S-XXXXL) 
ADULT TOYS & NOVELTIES 
SEXY SHOES | XXX DVDS 
LOTIONS & EDIBLES 
BACHELORETTE PARTY 
SUPPLIES 


20 %°" 

ANY PURCHASE OVER $25 

* Present this ad for discount. Exp. 5/26/16 

Not valid on sale items, previously purchased 
items or with any other discount or promotion. 
Not valid on Lelo or We-Vibe products. Only 
one coupon may be redeemed per person. 
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Mating 

Games 

Straight male, 48, married 14 years, three kids 
younger than 10. Needless to say, life is busy at 
our house. My wife and I have stopped having 
sex. It was my decision. I get the obligation vibe 
combined with a vanilla sex life, and it just turns 
me off. Weve had many conversations about 
it and we want to find a balance. But it always 
defaults back to infrequent and dull, making me 
frustrated and cranky. For the past two months. 
I've tried to just push sex out of my mind. We 
live mostly as parenting roommates. We used 
to be pretty kinky—dirty talk, foursomes, toys, 
porn, etc.—but all those things wear her out 
now, and her interest has disappeared. My 
guess is that she was just playing along with 
my kinks to keep me happy and is now over it. 

Is this just life as a 48-year-old married father 
of three? Am I being selfish for wanting more in 
my sex life than my wife is willing to offer? 

Hard Up Husband 

Is sex wearing your wife out, HUH, or is raising three 
kids wearing your wife out? I suspect its the latter 

But in answerto your question: Infrequent and 
underwhelming sex, sometimes with an obligatory 
vibe, is not only the sex life a 48-year-old married 
father of three can expect, but its also the sex life he 
signed up for. There's nothing selfish about wanting 
more sex or wanting itto be more like it was. Kids, 
however, are a logistical impediment—but a tempo¬ 
rary one, provided you don't go nuclear. A couple's 
sex life can come roaring back so long as they don't 
succumb to bitterness, recrimination and sexless¬ 
ness. To avoid all three, HUH, it might help to askyour- 
self which is the likelier scenario: For years, your wife 
faked an interest in dirty talk, foursomes, toys, porn, 
etc., in orderto trap you, oryourwife is currently too 
exhausted to take an interest in dirty talk, foursomes, 
toys, porn, etc.? Again, I suspect it's the latter. 

My advice: masturbate more, masturbate 
together more, lower your expectations so you'll 
be pleasantly surprised when a joint masturbation 
session blows up into something bigger and better, 
carve out enough time for quality sex (weekends 
away, if possible, with pot and wine and Viagra), 
discuss other accommodations/contingencies as 
needed, and take turns reminding each otherthat 
small kids aren't small forever. 

I'm one of those bi guys. I had trouble dating girls 
in high school and at 18 found guys so much 
darn easier. And as sexual promiscuity in the 
gay world goes, I got around there easily. Fast- 
forward a few years. I'm in college now and 
desiring women and stability more. But women 
find me weird and awkward—I admit I am— 
something I was never judged for in the gay 
world. This has been going on for a few years 
now, and it just gets worse when I'm supposed 
to be parading around, presenting as a horny 
straight guy. I'd love to find a bisexual woman to 
start a family with who is up for mutually agreed 
upon swing-and-fun sessions with others. But 
from what I've experienced with girls so far— 
always on the watch for a "player," zero under¬ 
standing of male bisexuality—that seems far 
from possible. Lately, I've just been sitting on my 
hands in social situations, afraid to even interact 
with women. Is this therapy-worthy? 

Upset Pittsburgher In Troubling Times 

Therapy couldn't hurt... unless you get a terrible 
therapist... in which case it could. Start your ther¬ 
apist hunt at the American Association of Sexuality 
Educators, Counselors and Therapists (aasect.org), 
and you're likelier to find a good/sex-positive one. 

As for why your "weird and awkward" first 


SavageLove 

»"Wan savage 

impression seemed to be less of an impediment 
when you were sleeping with men: Men aren't sub¬ 
jected to male sexual violence at the same rates 
that women are. Women have a lot more to fear 
than men do, UPITT, and a weird-and-awkward first 
impression is far likelier to turn off a woman into 
dudes than it is to turn off a man into dudes. The 
man you flirt with at a party might think, "Dude's 
weird and awkward, but he's hot" and jump into 
bed with you. But the woman you flirt with at a 
party is likely to think, "Dude's weird and awkward, 
and he's hot, but he's just too weird to risk it." 

Something else that couldn't hurt: getting on a 
site such as OkCupid and approaching bisexual 
women there. You may have better luck with 
women if your initial interactions are over email. 

And finally, UPITT, there are gay and bi men 
out there who desire stability, too—and stability 
and "promiscuity" aren't mutually exclusive. 

About your answer to WHAT, the lady whose boy¬ 
friend "accidentally" ass-fucked her. I am a queer 
lady with a number of men in my sexual history, 
and I have many straight women friends who get 
around. "I didn't mean to stick my dick in your 
ass" is a lie that men tell—men who are embar¬ 
rassed to ask for anal, men who want it so bad 
they're prepared to hurt their partner, or men who 
think their partner will say no if asked and just 
don't care. In all cases, these are men who do not 
even begin to understand how anal sex works. 

As you say, it's not an accident But what you don't 
say is that these men are telling lies in orderto get 
out of taking responsibility for their desires and 
the fact that they've hurt their partners. Men who 
want to have anal sex need to talk that through 
with their partners, and then either figure out how 
to do it safely and pleasurably, accept that it's not 
happening, or break up if it's a deal breaker. I have 
had way too many conversations with women 
friends about the pain and anger and sometimes 
shame they've felt when male partners have just 
stuck it in abruptly, unlubricated and without 
permission. It makes me really angry that this is 
something that men can describe as an "acci¬ 
dent" without any pushback, and honestly, it 
was kind of gross and disappointing when your 
answer was just jokes about butt plugs. 

Whatever Acronym Strongly Stresses 
Underlying Point 

I'm with you, WASSUP. I don't think anal happens by 
accident. Anal has always, in my vast experience, 
required lube, focus, precision and deep breathing. 
But on the two occasions when I've urged straight 
female callers on the Savage Lovecastto dump 
boyfriends who "accidentally" penetrated them 
anally—the pushback from male and female listen¬ 
ers was overwhelming. Scores of people called in 
to insist that anal can and does happen by accident. 

WHAT's boyfriend has accidentally penetrated 
her anally fourtimes'm a year. That raises a red flag. 
But WHAT was convinced it was an accident (all four 
times) and seemed to think her boyfriend felt genu¬ 
inely terrible about\t(allfourtimes), and I deferred 
to a reader's POV (justone time). And here's a detail 
that was cut from WHAT's letter for space: "People 
have suggested going slow, but I like it a little rough." 
Perhaps I should've come down harder on WHAT's 
boyfriend—okay, I should've come down harder— 
but it seemed possible, at least in WHAT's case, that 
anal might've been an accident (all four times?!?). 

I still believe "accidental anal" is much more 
likely to be "intentional, nonconsensual anal," 
a.k.a. notan accident at all. 

On the Lovecast (savagelovecast.com), Dan 
chats with writer Anna Pulley about all things 
lesbian. Contact Dan via email: mail@savagelove. 
net. And follow him on Twitter: @fakedansavage. 

















MOST AFFORDABLE 420 CARDS IN SOCAL 


SHOW US ANY COMPETING AD AND WE WILL BEAT IT BY $5!' 


Evaluations 


By Dr. Raja Toke 




Spring Compassion Deal 


$24 


Medical 
Marijuana 
Cards 

Starting as low as: 

will not beat or price match any computer/skype doctors prices 
some restrictions and/or charges apply 

( 562 ) 599-8420 

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY 


RENEWALS $24/ NEW PATIENTS $29 


r . 


WALK IHS 

welcome 


Real Dortors! No Skype! 

720 ALAMITOS AVE., UNIT A, LONG BEACH 90813 
MON-SAT 11AM-7PM 

SoCal420docs.com 


BRIAN GAMBLE. M.B. 


24/7 

Verification! 


NEW PATIENTS 
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Photo 
ID Cards 


RENEWALS 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MON-SAT 9am-7pm | SUN 10am-6:30pm 


**BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREEH! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 05/31/16 
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714 - 714-5112 


$35 CAP ON ALL 
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Delivering to all of Orange County 


Hours: 10:00am-9:00pm 
scpa.delivery@yahoo.com 
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NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 
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wm-m-mt 

12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 

Veteran 6 Senior Citizen discounts available 

# MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS + 

WALK INS WELCOMED 



$40 DONATION FTP 

FREE GRAM 

- fyetiMiny - 

TO BEACH CITIES 


ALL OF OUR BUDS PRICES 

$40 for 1/8. $55 for 1/4, $98.00 for 1/2, $190.00 for OZ 




Quick-buds.com Call: 949-500-7796 


ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE SERVICES 
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0*3 

LTD 


LTD 

LTD 


C_3 


LI-1 

OO 


LJ-I 



C-D 


C-D 




O EVALUATION CENTER IN OC, LONG BEACH, WHITTIER, 8 RIVERSIDE 



$15 i $25 


FOR YOUR BENEFITS AND LEGAL PROTECTION 
OUR CLINIC IS OFFERING ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 


^PMIEWT SPECIALS 

• DOCTOR’S RECOMMENDATION WITH INCREASED QUA NTITY L OFj 

pu\ nt$ for t growi ng and followjjp visits as i - 

• PHOTO IDjWITH POCKET SIZE RECOMMENDATION. 

• 24 HOOr^VERIFICATION BY WEB & PHONE 

• 100% PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL 

• MINI RECOMMENDATIONS AVAILABLE NOW 


• WE MATCHANY PRICE WITH PROOF 

• DISCOUNTS: DISABLED, MILITARY, VETERANS 




NEW 
PATIENTS 


ANAHEIM: 

431 NORTH BROOKHURST ST. STE100 
ANAHEIM, CA 92801 
714-880-4488 


(714)880-4488 M MJM 

www.AffordableEvaluations.com Rvi i] ' f \ l 

am - 7 pm (Mon-Sat) 

LONG BEACH: RIVERSIDE: WHITTIER: 

ggglSOEEMBSE HUH 


IWHIT i TIERtCA 906 , 061 
i562f888I9:0‘081 




Pure & Natural Therapy 



7 GIIMS fir $51 j 

-ALL strains- 

-^Delivering =r 

quality product to LONG BEACH. 
HB, Seal Beach & surrounding cities. 

(714) 330-0513 

Please see our entire menu at 
PureAndNa turalTh erapy. com 


OC’S Best Evaluation Center 


R eleaf Wellness 

MEDICAl etffcl UATION CENTER [fo n|W [,|, 

• Professional & Compassionate Practice Hours: Mon - Ffi 
• 24 Hour online & Phone Verification 
• Physician Evaluation Given 
• Walk ins Welcome 


New Patients 


11am - 5:30pm 
Sat 11am-5pm 


1540 E. Edinger Ste. A Santa Ana CA 92705 



Price w s # are T f6rj a l ft^ye^recommendation 







































































Get your medical marijuana 
card online: prestodoctor.com 




FULLERTON 

EASE COLLECTIVE - 


Professional • Clean 
High Quality Meds 
At Competitive Prices 

EaseCanna 

714-309-7772 | 2435 E ORANGETHORPE AVE 




PflMaps 


150 

STRAW 

SELECTION, 


RATED #1 

IN GARDEN GROVE 



FTP SPECIALS: 


5G 8th 

20% OFF Wax & Edibles • 
FREE P.R. Pre-Roll With ANY 
Donation • FREE Gram of 
Keef With $20 Donation • 11 
Grams - $99 Any Top Shelf 




c 


blid medical center 

757 GARDEN GROVE BLVD. #5 
MEN 6R0VE.CA 91710 
U 719-2713 


DAILY SPECIALS: 


MUNCHIt MONDAY 

20% OFF all edibles 

2 JOINT TUESDAY 

2 FREE J’s with $35 don. 

WAX WEDNESDAY ^ 

20% OFF all shatters 

THROWBACK THURSDAY 

Choose any deal 

4 GRAM FRIDAY 

4 Gram 8ths ALL DAY 

SMOKIN SATURDAY 

Take 10% OFF Vape products 

SUNDAY STEAL 

$5 Top Shelf Cones. $7 PR 

©G 0 O H B 

> SOS MiAVaSa 



LISTEN LIVE AT KOCI FM 101.5 
S ONLINE AT KOCIRADIO.COM 

EVERY SUNDAY 9:30 AM 

WITH YOUR MOSTS 

fWPIQ (%l C\A/ CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY 
V_riKIO ULC W 6 CIVIL LITIGATION 

AND 

CHRIS WRIGHT "BLUE" 

JOINING USTHiS WEEK 

JESSE GESSIN 

FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER 

JIM FITZPATRICK 

RECENTLY RETIRED CHAIRMAN OF 
COSTA MESA PLANNING COMMISSION 


SPONSORED BY 


CANNAB.S 
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A SHEIF ABOVE THE BEST 


WE’RE BACK SIMPLY CALL FOR VERIFICATION 

CALL FOR LOCATION 714 3371557 

DISCRETE PROFESSIONAL DELIVERY OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10m- 10pm 
SERVICING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WWW.CLUBMEDS.OflG 



FREE Dnn 
It PRERDLL 


[When you 
Refer a FriEnd] 


Exp. 5/12* MusL bring coupon 
'Only I coupon per donaLion. 
CANNOT COMBINE COUPONS 
WITH 'INSTORE SPECIALS 


• 

*> 



r Chews 


ei 

■ 

K1VA 

V 


GG 

? 

□ 

111** 



*$35 


cap**: 

OFF CONCENT 


$10 


OR 


FTP 


8T» 


★ ★★★★ 

5.0 rating on 
Weedmaps 


MEDICAL DISPENSARY 

0@ODB714_35cap • #0DB714 • (j OnDeckBuds 
714.468.4142 • 10am-2am Daily • 12371 Haster St., #203, Garden Grove 


KUKVANA 



GRAM KING’S 

7G OF SHATTER FOR $100 


5 PORE CARTRIDGES FOR SI 00 


2 FOR $25 ON CAVI-C0NES AND 
PRESIDENTIAL RX 


8G FOR S70 ANY P R STRAIN 


5G OF M00NR0CKS FOR S50 



MORE SPECIALS 
IN THE STORE!!! 

DOGOS. BULK DEALS. DAILY 
SPECIALS AND MORE 


5C BTH OF PRIVATE RESERVE 
@ $40 OR EXCLUSIVE (® $45 

2tl% Off AHY WAX PURCHASE 

S? Off ANY EOlBlE 

FREE PRE-ROll 

VETERAN. DISABLE ANO SENIOR DISCOUNTS AVAR ABIE 




10189 WESTMINSTER AVE. SUITE #217, 
GARDEN GROVE CA 

714 391 4362 | H0URS:M0NDAY SUNDAY 10AM 10PM 

DBECTIY 

Vs t ** awme 

1 mm 

.• »• i»i — im«nuii«w i ■mu i 






























WE ARE THE LARGEST DISPENSARY IN ORANGE COUNTY! 



3023 SOUTH ORANGE AVENUE, SANTA ANA, CA 92707 

WWW.FTEOC.COM 




£ * 







% * - 


K i 


■ .»• - 




-44-GREEN (47336) 


WE HAVE A VARIETY OF CBD PRODUCTS AND SOLVENT FREE EXTRACTS! 
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iRFTUR^INOlPATIENtS 


EREHETeM 




BEST DELIVERY IK OC 

Fast, Professional, Convenient & Excellent Variety of Products 


1ST TIME PATIENTS'- 


SGr H**® 0393 

wVX O 


BAG 


SHATTE | 

BSaTk!!!] 


EME RYISUNDAYN 


COUNTViPATIENT 


(*14*0 752-6272 / Open llam-8pm Daily 

fML(§XS 


iTHRO.U.GHO.UjT 



TOP SHELF ANAHEIM 

CHECK IN BEFORE YOU TAKE FLIGHT! 


DEALS & OZ 
SPECIALSI 


SC LAB TESTED STRAINS 


OR $10 OFF CONCENTRATES 


HOURS: 10am-1:45am 


315.4 W.Lincoln Ave.-, Anaheim. (Entrance In Rear) 
•?jiM-3A5-7Am 0 S)_TSAnaheim_ #TSAnaheim 


EXTBACTS 


LEGALLY 
C O 



R M I T T E D 
T I V E 


• 7 G 8th’s DAILY 

(select strains) 

• $25 8th’s daily 

(select strains) 

Daily Deals @ 
www. HNHPC. org 



HAN D n HAND 

PATIENT CARE 

657 . 229.4464 

HNHPC.ORG 

2400 Pullman St., Ste B, 
Santa Ana, CA 

: HnHPC ')$•• HandnHandPC 

(3 : HnHPC Q : HNHPC 

restrictions apply 



SIOO COMBO SPECIALS: 


1 opshelf + Rilla Extracts Crumble 

► of Rilla Extracts Crumble 

Topshelf + J Rilla Extracts Crumble 

SI25 COMBO SPECIAL: 

^ 3 PR + ^^5pp///a Extracts Crumble 

FTP SPECIALS I (Choose one) 


3g's for $30 on PR 
3g's of Gold Crumble for $60 

7g's of Top Shelf /$45 

FREE Pre-roll uuith $10+ Donation 



”7111 CQC ICCC 0 READY2REUP 
/IVO D“IOOO 0WESTSIDEREUP_ 


MON - SAT: 10am - 11pm \ SUN: 10am - 10pm 


8851 Garden Grove Blvd., Ste 105, Garden Grove, 92844 






$10 Grams -Exclusive shelf- 

$35 CAP -SC Lab Tested Strains- 

FREE DAB WITH ANY DONATION 
Daily Deals • OZ Specials • Stamp Card Program 

Bb ; L\ - Aa tli^s 

llffi Ml III. II, Mil inn [I KIM I m ill IB 


#tricityessentials ^ @TCE_714 #tricity714 


^KOROMA 




T~ 












































915 

Adult Massage 


All Natural 
Beauty 

Avail. Til 
4am 

Cozv VIP 
Private 

Sensual body. Up late? 

So am I. Beautiful 
exotic model available 
10am till late hours.. 4am. 
Toned & slender beauty 
relaxing, sensuous, CMT 
deep tissue, Swedish full 
body massage. Tantra 
0 spot intense release, 
prostate stimulation. 
Tantric sensual & sooth¬ 
ing experience w/stun- 
ning girl. Nice, private. 
Special rate $200. 
818-821-9090 


Exotic Hottie 
All Natural Model 

Sexy, fit, curvy, Busty God¬ 
dess caters to Tantric full 
body pleasure. CMT, deep 
tissue, & Swedish, prostate 
mass & toys avail. A model 
w/long brunette hair& 
beautiful looks. Fetish/ 
Fantasies. BDSM, worship, 
spank, role play, x-dress, 
medical, foot leg, stockings, 
nurse, sounds. Mild sensual 
to heavy play. Incall 2 me or 
outcall to you. $200 special. 

818-821-9090 


BLACK MALE & 

FEMALE 

5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 
massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail. MC/Visa Accepted. 


915 

Adult Massage 


Ladies 

Make over 

$100,000 

a year 

bombshells ent is 

looking for new talent 
any race welcome. 
Text or email us 
3 pics at: bombshellsl43 
@gmail.com or call 

424-269- 

8142 


Tantra Goddess 

Sensual fullbody 
tantra, CMT, deep tissue 
massage. Tantric prostate 
intense release. Beautiful 
statuesque, slender & 
toned w/long dark raven 
hair & hypnotic green 
eyes. Goddess worship, 
CFE, fetishes & fantasies. 

Private, Nice incall. 

Special rate $200 

818-821- 

9090 


★Grand Opening^ 
999 Roses 

Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
you! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Carden Grove 

(714) 554-3936 


GOOD MASSAGE 

30240 Rancho Viejo Rd. 

#E (949) 487-7756 

San Juan Cap, CA 92675 

Touch of Excellence 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE Special 



Your Choice of: 

Swedish | Deep Tissue | Thai 
Shiatsu | Sports | Hot Stone 


GRAND OPENING 

949.698.0306 

1001 Avenida Pico, Ste. J, San Clemente 

Corner of Pico & La Pata (above Starbucks) 

First time clients only. Must Show ad to redeem these specials. 



We Accept All CC's 

Open lOam-llpm Mon-Sun • 714-229-5828 
2940 W Lincoln ave #J Anaheim, 92801 



11951 BEACH BLVD., SUITE K. 
STANTON CA. 90G80 


• PRIVATE ROOM 

• FULL BODY MASSAGE 

• FREE TABLE SHOWER 

• BODY WAX & FACIAL 


BRAND NEW SPOT* SPECIAL PRICE 


ASIAN/ LATINA/ FILIPINO 



FREE Table Shower 
in Your Own 

PRIVATE Massage Room 
(Regular Shower 
Also Available) 

8am-10pm 

TEMPTATION 

MASSAGE 


11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 



714.983.6624 

ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 


BIWEEKLY 

tfO&aAe'... 

Turning down the lights 
with offers and specials 
from the sexiest places 
in Orange County... 


Right into your inbox. 



’sScgti' ap turn) tc gain acce44< tv 
ou/t, CrfftMs uewdlett&of 


OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


WEAR.E: 

TURNING DOWN 
THE LIGHTS 

WITH OFFER/ 0- /PECML/ FROM 
THE SEXIEST PLACES IN OC**‘ 
RjGHT INTO YOUR INBOX. 


SlON UP NOW TO G^INJ/ICCE// TO OUR 

After D»rk new/letter| 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SIONUP 

MEEKLY 



SPECIAL 

PRICES! 

OPEN LATE 7 
DAYS A WEEK 


•FREE TABLE 
SHOWER* 

•ASIAN & LATINA 
SHOWER FOR 
YOU 
•COZY & 

PRIVATE ROOM 


LOCATED* 

1241 1/2 S. MAIN ST. SANTA ANA CA 
92707 CALL US : 714-610-9539 


SvfiA' SjM' 

A IVvotc/ &= 

E33DSBX 


NEW 

to the Area 

of Santa Ana! 


Corner of 1st & Grand ave, 
Schedule an appointment: 

702 - 205-1338 



LIL MASSAGE 


Gumd Opening/ ^ 


(714)705-0583* (714)787-9677 


<m SistAt kowi. 
•FREE TABLE SHOWER 
& HOT STONE! 

•MORE YOUNG, 

SEXY GIRLS. 

•WAXING: Awu£aMe,. 


10AM-10PM, 7 Days/Week 

12067 BEACH BLVD., STANTON, CA 90680 

(Inside Home Depot Center, next to China Buffet Restaurant) 




FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 


Live 

links 


Ahora esftnol . 
*Live(hks.cjlm 18+ 


REAL PEOPLE, 
REAL DESIRE, 
REAL FUN. 


Try FREE: 714-627-2267 

More Local Numbers: 1-800-926-6000 


w s mW 
* 9 


Ar fonochat. 


The hottest FREE TRIAL 

mee Snos, 714.464.2989 


WHO ARE YOU AFTER DARK? 

Try FREE: 714-627-2273 

More Local Numbers: 1-800-700-6666 

redhotdateline.con|| 18 + 

TRY FOR FREE 


AMERICA'S HOTTEST 

gaychatline! 7i4 627-2269 


Anaheim: 


(714G905-0050 

' www.megamates.com 18+ 


j 

I 

J 

i 
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CONTENTS THE COUNTY FEATURE CALENDAR FOOD FILM CULTURE MUSIC -—- MAY 13-19, 2016 
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W ebsites all compete for attention and 
placement online. Only those with the 
knowledge and experience to improve their 
ranking will receive the benefits of increased 
recognition, traffic and visibility. 

Let us help you with that. 


\ • ✓ 




C ontact an OC Weekly representative today to reach 
your exact target audience, in your targeted geo 
location, at any specific time of day, seven days a week. 



714.550.5900 



New 

Chinese & 
Japanese 
Staff 

HOT PRI 

$45/hr FREE 
Table shower 

Open 7 Days a Week 
10am to 10pm 
714-995-6789 
Accept All CC's 
831 S. Knott Ave., 
Anaheim 92804 


w 




VIP MASSAGE 

fiiee 

lieu* Hoi, 

Vce&iaMeAe 

S&2$ 

Open 7 Days a Week 
10am to 10pm • 714-737-4102 
Accepts All CC’s 

7041 Western Ave # B, Buena Park 90620 



WEAR.E: 

tuplninOTTOI^ 

THE LIGHTS 

HITH OFFER/ 0- /PECML/ FROM 
THE SEXIEST PLACES IN OC”* 
RjGHT INTO YOUR INBOX. 

Sign up non to ca\n access to our 
After D>irk new/letter| 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SICNUP 

MEEKLY 


GRAND OPENING SPECIAL PRICE 





ITS TIME TO TRY 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


CLEAN PRIVATE ROOM 
FREE TABLE SHOWER 
ASIAN & LATINA GIRLS 


LbLLLLVL 

2625 W. LINCOLN AVE 
ANAHEIM. CA 92801 

NEXT TO TATTOO SHOP 
LINCOLN & MAGNOLIA 


945 

Phone Services 


"MEET PEOPLE FROM 
YOUR OWN LOCAL 
AREA!!" 

Want to add a little spice 
to your life, discover and 
meet new people from 
your own local area? 
Give us a try!! 

It's always FREE to 
browse hundreds of per¬ 
sonal ads and always 
FREE to record your own 
personal greeting for 
others to hear! Call now! 
(818)861-0018 
(310)873-0533 
(323)648-1149 
(714) 426-0803 
(949) 655-0035 
(805) 601-1127 


945 

Phone Services 


#1 CAY, Bl CHAT 
& HOOKUPS 

Discreet chat that will 
turn you on!! 

FREE to try!! 18+ 
call 714-464-8977 

RIPPED 
MUSCLE JOCKS 
& 

BEEFY HAIRY 
BEARS! 

are waiting to chat live 
with you. Try us FREEH 18+ 
It's discreet and it's hot! 
Call 714-464-8977 


R Spa & Massage 

$30/lhr 714 - 505-2288 +* 

10am to 12pm 

13846 Red Hill Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 



WE ARE 

949-698-0306 
1001 AVENIADA PICO 
STE J 2ND FLOOR 
SAN CLEMENTE CA 92673 


NEW! 

949-768-8258 
23782 MECURY RD 
LAKE FOREST CA 92630 


TWO SPAS IN ONE PLACE 
BOARDER INBETWEEN. 
AMAZING TOUCH, 
AMAZING RELAXING 
AMAZING CLEAN. 


M:©i©:NrA T ®WER;Ess u r e 



Great 
Massage 1 

Call: 

562.694.0888 

1874 W. La Habra 
La Habra CA, 90631 







































































































































18475 BANDILIERCIR, FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708 | 714.550.5947 | OCWEEKLY.COM 

CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon the representation by the advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are authorized 
to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of any person or entity 
and that the agency and advertiser have obtained all necessary permission and releases. Upon the OC Weekly’s request, the agent or advertiser will 
produce all necessary permission and releases. In consideration of the publication of advertisements, the advertiser and agency will indemnify and save 
the OC Weekly harmless from and against any loss or expenses arising out of publication of such advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to 
revise, reject or omit without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert an 
advertisement. Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. Liability for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to the 
cost of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. Drawings, 
artwork and articles for reproduction are accepted only at the advertiser’s risk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. The OC Weekly 
reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in advance to contract advertis¬ 
ers. No verbal agreement altering the rates and/or the terms of this rate card shall be recognized. 



automotive 


421 

Used Auto 


CASH FOR CARS: Any 
Car/Truck 2000-2015, Run¬ 
ning or Not! Top Dollar 
For used/Damaged. Free 
Nationwide Towing! Call 
NOW: 1-888-420-3808 


health 


810 

Health 


Behavioral Research 
Specialists, LLC is currently 
conducting studies in the 
Los Angeles area and is 
always looking for 
Volunteers. Some studies 
may provide compensation 
for travel and time. Sleep/ 
Diabetes/Pain/Psychiatry/ 
Depression//Schizophrenia/ 
Bipolar/Anxiety/ADHD (Ado- 
lescent)/Alzheimer's 
If you or some you know 
would like to participate, 
contact BRS at 
(888)255-5798 


ELIMINATE CELLULITE and 
Inches in weeks! All natural. 
Odor free. Works for men 
or women. Free month 
supply on select packages. 
Order now! 844-244-7149 
(M-F 9am-8pm central) 


Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. In¬ 
sured and Guaranteed De¬ 
livery. Call today 
1-888-403-9028 


health 


816 

Health/Healing 


Mex. F/27 M/30 C.T.M. 

Your place or Anaheim 
714.640.0339 

Iivepainfree247@gmail.com 


home services 


554 

Misc. Home Services 


KILL BED 

BUGS! Buy Harris 

Bed Bug Killers/ KIT. 
Available: Hardware Stores, 
Buy Online/Store: home- 
depot.com 


KILL ROACHES - 

CUARAN- 

TEED! Buy Harris Roach Tab¬ 
lets with Lure. Odorless, 
Long Lasting. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com 



836 

Psychic/Astrological 


AFFORDABLE PSYCHIC 
READINGS - Career & Fi¬ 
nance, Love Readings and 
More by accurate & trusted 
psychics! First 3 minutes - 
FREE! Call anytime! 
888-338-5367 



836 

Psychic/Astrological 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLO¬ 
GERS, PSY¬ 
CHICS, TAROT 
READERS 
NEEDED! P/TF/T 

$l2-$36 per hour. 

tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 


notices 


650 

Adoption Notices 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers 
with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7 Abby's One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexi¬ 
co/Indiana 


services 


520 

Financial Services 


Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
844-753-1317 


services 


525 

Legal Services 


Robbed by your 
Employer? 

Working overtime & 
called salaried? Told to 
clock out but continue to 
work? Called an indepen¬ 
dent contractor/1099 
employee? Speak w/at- 
torney Diane Mancinelli at 
no cost to you. 
(714)734-8999 


530 

Misc. Services 


Curious About Men? Talk 
Discreetly with men like 
you! Try FREE! Call 
1-888-779-2789 www.guys- 
pyvoice.com 


WANTS TO purchase miner¬ 
als and other oil & gas inter¬ 
ests. Send details to PO. 

Box 13557, Denver, Co 
80201 



THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a new 
career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. 
*NDT/Weld Inspector. 

Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 
1.800.321.0298 



PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 
$1000 A Week Mailing Bro¬ 
chures From Home! 

No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers 
since 2001! Genuine Oppor¬ 
tunity. Start Immediately! 
www.ThelncomeHub.com 



305 

Roommates 


ROOMATES WANTED 

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to complement your personality and 
lifestyle at Roommates.com! 



STOREFRONT 


Organic House Collective: 7G for $50 - All Private Reserve | 6G 
8th & FREE 0.5 G J-Rocks - FTP | 9840 Garden Grove Blvd. Garden 
Grove, Ca | 714-770-7529 

On Deck Buds: $55 CAP | 4.5G 8th or $10 OFF Concentrates 
12571 Plaster St. #205 Garden Grove | 714.468.4142 

Hand N Hand: Legally Permitted Collective hnhpc.org | 
657.229.4464 | 2400 Pullman St. Suite #B Santa Ana, CA 

Cram Kings: DAILY DEALS | Discounts for Military, Veterans, Dis¬ 
abled 110189 Westminster Ave. Suite #217, Garden Grove 
714.209.8187 | Flours: Monday-Sunday lOam-IOpm 

South Coast Safe Access: FTP: Buy an 1/8, Get a FREE 1/8 | 
1900 Warner Ave Ste. A, Santa Ana 92705 | 949.474.7272 | Mon- 
Sat 10am-8pm Sun 11am-7pm 

Top Shelf Anaheim $55 CAP | FTP 4.5 G 8th or $10 OFF Concen¬ 
trates I 5128 #B W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim (714)585-7814 


Ease Canna: FTP- All 8th will be weighed out to 5GRAMSI! | 2455 
E. Orangethorpe Ave., Fullerton, CA 92851 | 714-509-7772 

Tri-City Essentials: $55 CAP SC Lab Tested Strains | $10 Grams on 
Exclusive shelf. | FTP:4.5 G 8th OR $10 OFF Concentrates 
10722 Katella Ave. #4, Garden Grove, CA 92804 | 714-509-9729 


Euclid Medical Center: FTP Specials: 20% OFF Wax & Edibles| 
FREE P.R. PreRoll with Any Donation | FREE Cram of Keef with 
$20 Donation | Any Top Shelf 11 Grams - $99 | 9757 Carden Grove 
Blvd. #5 Garden Grove, CA 91710 | (714) 719-2715_ 

House of Gas: May 15th -Top Shelf 8th's-$25, Private Reserve-$50 

16G for $100120% OFF Wax j 20% OFF Edibles 

2526 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 928011714.410.9548 


RE-UP: FTP Specials: 5g's 1/8th Private Reserve for $4515g's 1/8th Top 
Shelf for $4012g's Rilla Extracts Crumble for $45. 

8851 Garden Grove Blvd Ste 105 Garden Grove 928441 (714) 586-1565 


Anaheim Patient Care: 417.876.270911671 W. Katella Ave., Anaheim 

From The Earth: We are the largest dispensary in Orange 
County! 5025 South Orange Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92707 
Tel (657) 44-GREEN (47556) | www.FTEOC.com 


DR. EVALUATIONS 


Releaf Wellness: Renewals ~ $25 | New Patients ~ $35 
1540 E. Edinger Ste. A, Santa Ana 92705 | 657.251.8032 


OC 420 Evaluations: NEW PATIENTS $29 I RENEWALS $19 | Walk- 
Ins Accepted 11671 W. Katella Ave. Anaheim Ste. 1301 TOLL FREE 
1-855-MMJ-EVAL (1-855-665-3825 ) | Mon-Fri 11am-7pn% Sat 
11am- 6pm, Sun 11am-5pm 


Presto Doctor: 

Get your medical marijuana card online! PREST0D0CT0R.com 


DELIVERY 


OCPC: 5 Gram 8th & FREE Goodie Bag (FTP) | All Wax $95 /8th 
949.752.6272,11am to 8pm Daily 

CLUB MEDS: 5 GRAM 8TH FOR $55. Wax deals, 1 gram for 50 or 2 
for 50. Carrying honey vape, Delta 9, hubbies, kiva bars and assorted 
glass. Servicing all of OC! Discrete, professional service. 
714-557-1557 


SC PA: $55 CAP ON ALL TOP SHELF | Delivering to ALL of OC 
OPEN 10AM to 9PM DAILY | 714-714-5082 | scpa.delivery@yahoo. 
com | Check out our flowers on Instagram - @scpa.delivery 


Quick Buds: FTP Free Gram w/ $40 Donation 

Delivering to Beach Cities / Quick-buds.com / Call: 949-500-7796 


PURE & NATURAL THERAPY: 7 CRAMS for $50 on ALL STRAINS | 
DELIVERING quality product to Long Beach | Huntington Beach, Seal 
Beach, and Surrounding Cities | (949) 608-7565 
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CONTENTS THE COUNTY FEATURE CALENDAR FOOD FILM CULTURE MUSIC --- MAY 13-19, 2016 































































































1900 Warier Ave. Ste. A, Saita Aaa 92705 (Coiveiieitly Located Off the 55 Freeway) 
949. 74.7272 * liars: Mon-Sat lOaai-Opm Saa am-7pn 


sclabs 


KORCM KIVA 


lUQUUX 


Buddha's Best 
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FTP: In »1/8. Cat a FUE 1/S 


VCV 




'Tfru/'typings 

FULL/PART TIME 


Union pay with 
medical benefits 

EMAIL: 

lnfo@southcoastsafeaccess.com 


25% VETERANS DISCOUNT 























Md.. 



714-876-2709 
8am-12am Daily 


Over 90 Award Winning Strains, Extracts, and Edibles 

• Fully Stocked CBD Corner 

•Veterans Counseling Group Mondays @ 7:30pm 

• PatientsCare4Anaheim Food Drive Sundays 


V, 5G 1/8 

EVERY MONDAY 


1671 W. Katella Ave, Anaheim 
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TASTES SO LIGHT IT 

SPARKLES 




orange grapefruit 

flavor wilh olher natural flavors 


flavor with other nalura flavors 




AC*JAP ISA* ^SuAFINA FOR HAPPY BODIES art rod tmarki ot Ftp'sC* lot 
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black cherry dragonfruit 

flavor with other natural ; larvors 
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